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The international anti-fascist monthly 


Editorial 


Governments should isolate Haider 


The condemnation by several countries of an Austrian | 


government that contains Jérg Haider's Freedom Party 
is to be welcomed. For obvious reasons Israel has been 
particularly outspoken, but Germany, France, Belgium 
and to a lesser extent Italy and Spain have also 
expressed their distate. 


As things stand, the EU has only fired a warning shot © 


by breaking off bilateral political contacts with the 
Austrian government. In practice Austrian ministers will 
continue to take part in EU meetings. France and the 
European Parliament have hinted that in the long-term 
Austria's voting rights in the EU could be suspended, but 
at the moment this remains only a remote possibility. 

However, a number of European governments which 
profess opposition to racism have said nothing. The 
silence of Britain’s Labour government, which portrays 
itself as a leading humanitarian force in international 
politics, is particularly noticeable. Britain should play a 
full role in isolating Haider and his Freedom Party, and it 
needs to be seen to be doing so. 


Leeds University must act 

The decision of Frank Ellis to address the bi-annual con- 
ference of the far-right American Renaissance is shock- 
ing enough (see page 12). The fact that the event is being 
held during term-time, he is having to cancel his lec- 
tures to attend, and he is addressing an issue that has 
nothing to do with his post as a Russian lecturer is even 
more outrageous. That Leeds University, even after 


| Steve Silver on the life of Woody Guthrie 


being informed of the true nature of the event, has done — 


nothing to prevent Ellis from attending is unforgivable. 

Despite Ellis’s protestations, the US event is not an 
academic conference but a political rally. It will be 
attended by political activists who share a common 
political outlook. The thread running through the con- 
ference, and a view strongly held by its organisers, is that 
black people are incapable of becoming good, or even 
equal, US citizens. Many of the speakers believe that 
black people are genetically inferior to whites, prone to 
crime, violence and poverty. Just because a few speakers 
are academics does not make this an academic confer- 
ence. Other speakers include a French fascist and a 
Holocaust denier. The audience will consist of an assort- 
ment of racists, Klansmen and nazis. 

Leeds University must reconsider its decision to allow 
Ellis time off to attend this conference. Failure to act will 
undermine its equal opportunities policy, a policy Ellis 
himself is all too quick to condemn. 
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“We guarantee 
to stop the 
swamping! 
Austria First!” 
FPO poster 
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Haider in office 





Thomas Klestil swore in the new coalition of the 

conservative Austrian People’s Party (OVP) and 
the extreme right-wing Freedom Party (FPO) in Vienna 
at noon on 4 February. 

Even before the swearing-in ceremony, political lead- 
ers across Europe were throwing a cordon sanitaire 
around Austria. Israel immediately withdrew its ambas- 
sador from Vienna, as did the United States, although 
the US envoy has now returned. 

In the space of a few days Austria was being boycotted, 
it seemed, by everyone from Prince Charles through to 
show business megastars Claudia Cardinale and 
Catherine Deneuve. Daily demonstrations against the 
new government in Vienna — which are continuing — 
were accompanied by international protest actions and 
rallies in Berlin, Warsaw, Malmé, London, Oslo, Paris, 
Athens and the USA. 

Jewish organisations worldwide echoed Israel's princi- 
pled and resolute action. European rabbis immediately 
cancelled a congress scheduled for March in Vienna, 
Auschwitz survivors, Jewish and non-Jewish, lodged bit- 
ter objections to the new government and the Israeli 
Sports Minister urged an international sporting boycott 
of Austria. 

The object of all these protests, the FPO’s leader Jorg 
Haider, appeared completely unconcerned by it all. He 
and the conservative leader Wolfgang Schiissel had 
signed a joint declaration pledging respect for human 
rights and democracy and accepting Austria's responsi- 
bility for the evil crimes of the National Socialist regime, 
as a condition of his party’s entry into government. 

No sooner had he put his pen to this statement then 
he flew to Berlin for a television talk show in a bid to 
present himself as the embodiment of reason to millions 
of German viewers. As the international media and 
political reaction mounted, as Israel slapped a ban on 
any visit by Haider and as the French and Belgian gov- 
ernments demanded complete isolation of Austria, 
Haider went on a charm offensive, comparing his poli- 
tics with those of New Labour under Tony Blair. 

Haider's performance on German television was an 
unqualified success. He ran rings around the presenter, 
Erich Béhme, and hostile studio guests and blandly 
threatened retaliatory action — by exercising the Austrian 
right of veto on further expansion of the EU — against EU 
moves to put the Austrian government under pressure. 

Within hours the blandness evaporated, leaving only 
the offensive. Haider battered the EU for doing nothing 
about human rights violations in Chechnya and Turkey, 
demanded an official investigation against Klestil and 
former chancellor Viktor Klima for “political high trea- 
son” by whipping up protests abroad against Austria and 
lashed out at what he called the “the slander campaign 
against Austria’. 

Haider, though not even a member of the new govern- 
ment, has managed to become the voice of all those 
Austrians who feel wounded by the international hostil- 
ity he has aroused. The increasingly embarrassed and 
thoroughly outmanoeuvred Chancellor Schiissel lamely 
attempted to distance himself from Haider and tried to 
reassure the EU that politics in Vienna will quickly 
return to business as usual. 

There is no doubt that the attempts to make Austria a 
pariah have for the moment strengthened Haider, who 
now leads the polls. The international state of siege has 


A: UNSMILING and grim Austrian President 


been palely mirrored by an internal state of siege. Only 
days after the coalition was sworn in, a Greens-inspired 
no-confidence vote in parliament required the protec- 
tion of more than 600 police officers, and a leading jour- 
nalist critic of Haider was sacked by his newspaper 
because “the political times are changing”. 

The current tension is grist to Haider’s mill and he will 
use it further to bolster his position in preparation for 
the collapse of the coalition. He commands the support 
of large sections of business and enterprise, especially 
after the new government quickly promised to privatise 
parts of the public sector, and despite the fact that the 
Vienna stock exchange index has been in free fall since 
21 January when the Socialist-Conservative coalition hit 
the rocks. 

As we go to press, Haider’s position is not as weak as 
press reports suggest. While France and Belgium are 
firmly sticking to their original tough stance, even can- 
celling defence orders with Austrian firms, and while 
some EU states have temporarily put relations with 
Austria on hold, it looks very unlikely that the measures 
will go as far as suspending Austria from EU member- 
ship. One difficulty is that some of the steps taken by the 
EU are of doubtful legality. 

Even before the new government was formed, 
President Klestil warned both Schiissel and Haider 
about the likely international reaction. The government 
came and so did the reaction. But the doors of EU insti- 
tutions —- the Commission, the Parliament and the 
Council — have not been closed to Austria. There may be 
no handshakes with Austrian ministers, but there will 
probably also be no walkouts. 

Haider well knows the weaknesses of his opponents 
and has said that he would like to model future Austrian 
immigration policy on that of Germany and Britain. 
Within hours of the new government being sworn in, it 
had panicked EU Commission President Romano Prodi 
into urging “the tightening of Europe's frontiers against 
illegal immigrants and asylum seekers” as the only way to 
block the likes of Haider. Haider’s threat to the EU’s east- 
ward expansion appears to be as big a cause of worry in 
the other member states as the rest of his politics. 

Another powerful weapon in Haider’s hands is the 
undoubted fact that some of the EU backlash is based on 
the fear that this SS admirer and power-hungry racist 
has overnight legitimised other extreme-right organisa- 
tions in Europe. 

It can have been no accident that, while Schiissel and 
Haider were engaging in horse-trading to form a govern- 
ment, the Council of Europe was expressing concern at 
the growth of extreme-right parties posing a threat to 
democracy. Politicians in Belgium have expressed worry 
that the extreme-right Vlaams Blok could achieve suc- 
cess in the wake of that of the Freedom Party. 

For the moment Austria is shunned internationally 
but the rapid return of the US ambassador to Vienna 
may be the first chink in Austria's isolation. Haider is 
banking on that and on the firm belief that resentment 
at outside interference will grow. 

The issue will be decided in Austria itself where the 
population will have to decide whether it really wants a 
government controlled from behind the scenes by a 
“yuppie fascist”. Haider, for his part, has his eyes firmly 
set On power and whatever “compromises” he makes to 
mollify international opinion will only be diversions on 
his path. 


5 Searchlight March 2000 







A Rally 
outside the 
Austrian 
embassy in 
London last 
month 


Freedom Party (FPO) has negotiated its way into 
the Austrian government four months after com- 
ing second in national elections on 3 October 1999. 

As a reward for a promise of good behaviour, 
Haider's associates have been sworn in and awarded 
the key portfolios of finance, social security, defence 
and justice, as well as the vice chancellorship, by the 
conservative leader and new Chancellor, Wolfgang 
Schiissel. 

Meanwhile, Haider himself broods in his lair in the 
mountains of Carinthia waiting for this inherently 
unstable pact to end in tears, when he will emerge 


S: IT has finally happened. Jérg Haider’s 


smelling of roses and win a thumping majority in a 
new election. 

International outcry and concern are understand- 
able. Some of the media though, while right to be con- 
cerned, have a poor understanding of Austrian politics 


Is Haider the 
new Hitler? 


by Graeme Atkinso 





> 
> 


and what the Haider phenomenon really represents. 
The objections of governments in the European Union 
are disingenuous when their own refugee and asylum 
policies are not so far removed, in a strictly practical 
sense, from those of Haider. 

So what is the reality? After more than 50 years of 
political deep-freeze masquerading as stability, the old 
social-democrat-conservative consensus is in tatters, 
wrecked by the fact that for over a decade Haider's 
extreme right-wing Freedom Party has been establish- 
ing itself as a feature in the political landscape. Its role 
until now has been mainly oppositional, although the 
party is not entirely new to government. 

Indeed, it sat in a coalition with the Social 
Democrats for three years in the 1980s and nobody 
batted an eyelid. It was Haider’s appearance on the 
scene in 1986 as the freshly-baked leader of the FPO 
which brought that arrangement to an end. It mattered 
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little then that the FPO had been and was still infested 
with old Nazis and new ones. 

The party leader at the time, Friedrich Peter, had 
been a member of the Waffen SS and had acknowl- 
edged his past. But Haider surrounded himself with a 
collection of rabid antisemites, racists and pan- 
German nationalists. His election produced revulsion 
and decent party members departed in droves, Peter 
included. 

In the wilderness Haider, the devoted son of equally 
devoted Nazi parents, reshaped the FPO in his own 
image and benefited from the increasing feeling 
among many voters that Austria’s government was 
constipated and that some form of political laxative 
was needed. 

Cynically, charismatically, the man exploited every 
grievance: the European Union and its eastward 
expansion, asylum and immigration, corruption in 
public life, government bureaucracy, the taxation sys- 
tem, and anything else that he could throw into his 
political kitbag. 

For all this, Haider is no Hitler and, as events evolve, 
it will become glaringly apparent that his party has no 
magic formula for solving anything. Even if Haider has 
aspirations in that direction, the fact is that his party is 
only a junior coalition partner and Haider himself is 
not even in office let alone power. 

Parallels with Hitler and Mussolini are wrong, even 
though they fill the popular media. Haider is not a 
national socialist. He is the ultra-nationalist leader of 
an extreme right-wing party that is stuffed full of nazis 
but does not have a fascist programme, despite the 
prominence it gives to xenophobia and racism and 
despite its authoritarian style. 

But the entrance of the Freedom Party into govern- 
ment betokens something more devilish, in that it is a 
giant step in the rehabilitation of parts of the grue- 
some package of national socialism. 

As any doctor will explain, it is a mistake to confuse 
the first month of pregnancy with the ninth. Haider, 
the admirer of the SS and Hitler’s economic policies, 
the proponent - although he never says it explicitly - 
of racial purity, is the sinister trailblazer and legit- 
imiser of right-wing extremism and neo-fascism 
everywhere. 

His party is constantly beset by scandals that con- 
tradict the image he paints of a “party of decency and 
values”. It exists in an atmosphere in which it can 
profit from residual Nazi attitudes and an anti- 
semitism that have never been completely rooted out 
of the country. 

Austria, despite its battery of tough laws to prevent 
the revival of a Hitlerite party, is non-nazi rather than 
anti-nazi and appears to have little difficulty in 
accommodating Haider's party, albeit passively. 
Lambasting the entire population, however, will serve 
only to drive it into Haider’s camp. 

The reason Haider should be opposed —- and the 
effective protests of the Israeli and Belgian govern- 
ments in particular are to be welcomed - is that the 
FPO’s entry to government represents a challenge to 
postwar notions of democracy and civil equality. It 
marks the second breach in the wall — the first was the 
short-lived entry of the Alleanza Nazionale fascists 
into the Berlusconi coalition in Italy in 1995 — follow- 
ing the collapse during the 1990s of the postwar settle- 
ment in Europe. 

This is why Haider’s efforts to manipulate the 
bedrock of xenophobic and antisemitic opinion in 
Austria should be opposed, as should the opportunist 
gaggle of mainstream conservatives who have opened 
the door to the bronzed demagogue. 

Now is a time for cool heads. Understanding that 
Haider’s party is no simplistic reincarnation of Hitler’s 
NSDAP is crucial if the FPO is to be opposed effec- 
tively. 
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Haider in his own words 


“... In the Third Reich they had an 
‘orderly’ employment policy...” (June 
1991) 


mi Oltrmcve)(ob(secmivconcmelelm@ureslierliy cleseie 
they were victims.” (Address to an annual 
meeting of Second World War 

veterans at Ulrichsberg, known to attract 
former SS officers, October 1990) 


“The Waffen SS was part of the 
AVletwecteCoetm(eccouset-lerssliiie-tadievelel ela 
it deserves all the honour and respect of 
the army in public life.” (December 1995, 
television interview) 


Dietutetca-mor-talt-vesloele-tayac(oerltcnie tele 
referred to “the punishment camps of 
National Socialism”. Later that day, he 

aU cYol e-Vucre Walomar-(eWselerclelaitencr-hiamee) eles lene 
tion camps”. (February 1995) 


“In the past, some remarks have been 
Plaaulo)baccremeemeetcmiemeeyavel-cesle)e mi sise| 
Nazism which were certainly insensitive 
or open to misunderstanding.” 


“I am personally sorry for this, firstly 
because I believe I hurt the feelings of 
people who were victims of Nazism or 
whose relatives were, and secondly 
because the statements were not in line 
with the personal values of tolerance and 
humanity which are the basis of my 
political work.” (November 1999) 


“Where we in the Freedom Party have 
responsibility, no one needs to pack their 
suitcases and no one has to leave their 
home.” 


“Where we in the Freedom Party have 
responsibility, freedom and democracy 
are in good are in good hands.” 


“There is a lot of excitement in the 
European chicken pen — even though the 
fox hasn't even got in.” (February 2000) 
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ATCHING THE events that followed the 
WY rvcccon Party's entry into government, I get a 

feeling of déja vu. Headlines in the pro Freedom 
Party daily, Neue Kronenzeitung (NKZ), such as “Austria 
on the watchlist!” and “Austria under fire’, reminded me 
strongly of 1986. 

When Kurt Waldheim was elected president of Austria 
and put on the US watchlist, the same hysteria burst to 
the surface, with many Austrians blaming an interna- 
tional Jewish conspiracy and Austrian socialists for the 
adverse publicity attracted by Waldheim’s campaign. 

Asked by the French paper Le Monde whether his elec- 
tion would isolate Austria, Waldheim answered “Not at 
all. I have friends everywhere in the world”. When the 
reporter countered: “How then do you explain the criti- 
cal attitude of the international press?” Waldheim 
replied: “They are in the hands of the World Jewish 
Congress; this is well known’. 

Jérg Haider has launched demands for a commission 
of inquiry to establish whether President Klestil and the 
Socialists were behind the punitive measures adopted 
by the EU, the USA and other countries against Austria. 
Words such as “treason” have been bandied about. Like 
in 1986 many Austrians are having trouble understand- 
ing the world. The swift reaction of the EU, Israel and the 
USA to the FPO’s coalition with the conservatives came 

‘as a big surprise. According to the NKZ, 77% of adult 
Austrians are deeply shocked at the international 
response to the FPO’s participation in government. 

Waldheim’s case was different, however. He appar- 
ently could remember neither his own military career 
nor the activities of the army in which he was a head- 
quarters staff intelligence officer. He claimed to know lit- 
tle about atrocities committed by the Wehrmacht in the 




















































































































Balkans and nothing about the mass deportations of 
Jews from Salonika, even though he was stationed a few 
miles away at the time. His was a typical case of political 
amnesia, a very common ailment in Austria. 

Amnesia and deceit have been part of Austrian state 
doctrine since 1945. This moral and historical duplicity 
was founded on the lie that Austria was just another 
country occupied by the Germans between 1938 and 
1945. During the Cold War the West accepted this men- 
dacity and the sharp Israeli and US reaction to Waldheim 
was not understood. 

Haider became leader of the FPO the same year that 
Waldheim was elected president. For Haider, who was 
busy integrating nazis into his party, hatred of foreigners 
rapidly became what antisemitism was for Hitler. He 
met almost no resistance. 

A poll published last October indicated that half of all 
Austrians dislike foreigners. Exploitation of this senti- 
ment is a major component of Haider's success. 

A unified Europe surely cannot accept the open 
racism advocated by Haider's party. It is strange to see 
the Austrian right-wing press arguing that tolerance 
should be extended to Haider, who, a few hours after 
signing a declaration respecting human rights, had the 
cheek to nominate Hilmar Kabas, the Vienna FPO boss 
who masterminded last year’s shameful racist election 
campaign, as Defence Minister. 

None of this is a surprise. In February 1995, as editor 
of the official monthly of the Viennese Jewish commu- 
nity, I published an article, headed “FPO yearbook with 
Nazi tones”, about the contribution of Dr Werner 
Pfeifenberger, one of its authors, who was then a univer- 
sity lecturer in Miinster in Germany. 

Pfeifenberger, I wrote, had “warmed up the old Nazi 
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Jorg Haider 
at a press 

conference 
in Berlin 


tale of the world Jewish conspiracy”. Among other 
things, he had quoted the headline of the Daily Express 
on 24 March 1933, “Judea declares war on Germany”, as 
proof that the Jews declared war on Germany. According 
to him this meant there was a “Jewish threat of war” 
against Germany as early as March 1933. 

Among Pfeifenberger’s “sources” were Hitler's propa- 
ganda chief Joseph Goebbels and the British fascist gen- 
eral, John Frederick Fuller, who claimed Hitler wanted 
“to liberate Germany from the shackles of international 
usury-capitalism”. Pfeifenberger sued me for defama- 
tion and lost in three Vienna courts. 

One of the editors of this FPO yearbook, incidentally, 
was Andreas MoOlzer, Haider’s adviser on cultural affairs, 
who was also editor of a weekly that published an article 
denying the Holocaust last June. So during a recent 
international press conference, I asked Haider about the 
Holocaust deniers in his ranks. 

I pointed out that only 11 days after Haider’s insincere 
apologies for “utterances attributed to me”, an FPO front 
organisation, the Freiheitlicher Akademikerverband in 
Vienna, allowed the former left-wing German terrorist 
Horst Mahler, now a nazi, to give a lecture in which he 
expressed admiration for Hitler. 

Mahler claimed the “Turks” were ready to take over 
Germany and as a result of “postwar reeducation’”, “our 
people do not dare any more to resist their annihilation 
through Uberfremdung [being overrun by foreigners] 
and through the ‘Jewish people’, the enemy of the 
Germans”. 

I asked: “Can you cut the umbilical cord connecting 
you with Holocaust deniers and extreme rightists?” 
Haider did not reply, while Schiissel sat beside him with 
a poker face. 

Haider has left little doubt in people’s minds about 
where his sympathies lie. He praised a meeting of for- 
mer SS men for showing such deep loyalty to their prin- 
ciples and on another occasion described SS members 
as “decent people of good character”. Ten years ago, 
again at an SS gathering, he lauded their “self-sacrifice 
which saved Europe” and went on to say that “today we 
need people like you who know the true meaning of the 
word homeland”. A Nazi war criminal who murdered 
civilians and raped women in Italy and received 
Austrian citizenship after 1945 was “a dedicated, loyal 
soldier”. 

The FPO is now spreading the rumour that the new 
government will accelerate the process of returning 
looted property to its former Jewish owners and will 
increase state support for Jewish communal institu- 
tions. But at the same time Haider demands that former 
members of the Wehrmacht and SS should be compen- 
sated for being held as prisoners in Russia after the war. 

It is not very pleasant to be a citizen of a country 
whose Prime Minister either suffers from delusion or is 
deliberately deceiving the population. Chancellor 
Schiissel claims there is a world conspiracy against 
Austria, led by Austrian Socialists who have managed to 
mobilise conservative politicians elsewhere in Europe 
against Austria and who have only one aim: to keep the 
Socialist Party in power. 

Either Schiissel really believes this or his declarations 
are meant to mislead Austrians. And he is further 
deceiving Austrians when he says we were not warned 
before the EU took its decisions. 

The question is not, as some radical Austrian conser- 
vatives try to suggest, one of “left or right” but of right or 
wrong. Racism is wrong, even when those advocating it 
declare their sudden love for Jews. No decent party 
would form a coalition with racists. 

It is a shame that, 55 years after the liberation of 
Austria by Allied soldiers, foreign countries have to give 
Austria a lesson in democracy because our society was 
unable to stop Haider. All the same, the people of 
Austria as a whole do not deserve to be equated with 
Haider and his ilk. 
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Meet the 
new ministers 


FOUR OF the Freedom Party’s five government 
ministers and a top parliamentary official have 
hit the headlines in the past through racist 
statements or association with nazis. Jorg Haider 
has stood by all of them in the face of demands 
for their resignations. 


The new Finance Minister, Karl Heinz Grasser, 
31, while deputy governor of Carinthia, was the 
author of a directive banning the employment of 
foreigners on public building projects after he 
saw too many dark-skinned workers on building 
sites. Although he retracted the instructions 
after an outcry both from the general public and 
from construction employers who were 
desperately short of labour, Haider defended 
him. 

This was not Grasser’s first brush with 
controversy. In 1995 he refused to take part in a 
wreath-laying ceremony to commemorate 
resistance to the Nazis, on the grounds that the 
ceremony was “celebrating the enemies of 
Carinthia”. 


Michael Kriiger, the Justice Minister, achieved 
notoriety for a parliamentary speech in 1995 in 
which he said that a dictionary defined 
concentration camps as “punishment camps for 
civilians” and accused critics of himself and 
Haider of indulging in “semantic masturbation”. 
Kriiger’s assistant, incidentally, is René 
Schimanek, brother of Jorg Schimanek, a leading 
Austrian nazi who was jailed for eight years for 
paramilitary activities. René Schimanek was also 
a member of the nazi Kameradschaft Langenlois. 
Their father is chief of the Freedom Party in 
Lower Austria and held a senior post in Austrian 
state television. 


Michael Schmid, who holds the infrastructure 
portfolio, donated £6,700 of FPO funds in 1993 
and 1994 to the fascist magazine Aula. Aula was 
prosecuted for an article in 1994 which claimed 
that mass gassings by the nazis “could not have 
taken place”. 


Elisabeth Sickl, 60, Minister for Social 
Security, was known to internal security services 
in both Germany and Austria for the activities of 
her son, Heinrich, who had links with the banned 
Nationalistische Front. He also had connections 
with big wheels in the Austrian hardcore nazi 
scene, including the convicted Auschwitz-liar 
Gerd Honsik and the jailed nazi boss Gottfried 
Kiissel. 


Thomas Prinzhorn, a leading FPO parliamentary 
official, attracted international notoriety during 
last October’s election with a bizarre claim that 
asylum seekers and foreigners were being 
“supplied with hormone treatment free of charge 
by the state in order to increase their fertility”. 


Dr Susanne Riess-Passer, 39, is Haider’s 
private secretary and close confidante. She is 
Austria's first woman vice-chancellor and has 
been placed in charge of women’s affairs. A 
fairly non-descript bureaucrat, she trained as a 
lawyer but made her career in public relations. 












HE INCORPORATION into the Austrian 

Government of J6rg Haider’s Freedom Party is the 

latest development in a process that has seen the 
rise of racist right-wing nationalist forces across 
Europe. Until an internal split in 1998, the Front 
National regularly gained 14% in French elections. In 
Belgium, the Vlaams Blok is the largest single party in 

_ Antwerp. In Germany the far right polled over 2 million 
votes at the last national election. Even in Britain, where 
the nazi right is minuscule compared to most European 
countries, the British National Party polled over 100,000 
in last year's European elections. 

Most significantly though, this is not the first time an 

_extreme-right party has tasted governmental power in 
Europe recently. In Italy, the heirs of the fascist dictator 
Mussolini shared political power between 1994 and 
1996 and today still receive over 10% in elections. 

Disenchantment with the European Union and a per- 
ceived weakening of national sovereignty have also 
allowed right-wing single-issue anti-EU parties to grow. 
For example, despite the decline in the Front National 
vote, the nationalist anti-EU party led by Charles 
Pasqua and Philippe de Villiers gained 13% in the 
European elections. In the same elections in Britain the 
UK Independence Party won three seats with over 
700,000 votes. 

The rise of nationalism in Europe started with the col- 
lapse of the Soviet Union and the Communist Bloc in 
the late 1980s and has gathered pace throughout the 
past decade. Postwar European society, and probably 
the whole world, had been conditioned by the Cold 
War, the battle between communism and capitalism. 
Political identities were shaped by the question of 

hich side was to be supported in the East/West con- 
ict, consequently national feelings were to a large 
xtent suppressed. The collapse of communism has 
ed the old certainties. Old battles and ethnic 
hich had been dormant for 50 years, have been 
oe is there greater proof of this than in 
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's problem is Europe-wide 


being to membership of the EU. The emergence of the 
single currency, supported by most Western European 
governments, is pushing the continent ever closer to a 
United States of Europe. Whatever one’s personal views 
on the single currency and the EU, huge dissatisfaction 
with the European project, among a large swathe of the 
continent's population, has been grist to the already 
emboldened right-wing nationalists’ mill in every coun- 
try. In many countries it is the nationalist right that has 
emerged as the dominant force in opposing the EU and 

“slobalisation’, eclipsing the position once held by the 
left. 

As the nation state becomes ever marginalised in 
financial, economic and political decision-making, 
more and more people feel alienated from the political 
process. With almost all the main political parties in 
Western Europe supporting the EU/globalisation proj- 
ect, many people, in a desire to retain an identity and a 
sense of control over their destiny, are turning to nation- 
alism as a defensive mechanism. 

Compounding the process is the increasing alienation 
many people feel towards the political system. With con- 
servative and social democratic parties throughout 
Europe submitting to monetarist economic policies in 
accordance with the strict EU criteria and World Trade 
Organisation rules, many voters are finding the two 
political traditions increasingly indistinguishable. 

To this must be added the rising political scandals 
and allegations of corruption that are tarnishing gov- 
ernments throughout the continent. From the sleaze- 
linked Conservative Party in Britain to the alleged 
French Socialist funding of the German Christian 
Democrats, to the allegations of fraud and tax evasion at 
the heart of the Italian Christian Democrats to the wide- 
spread corruption of the European Union itself, the 
political establishment throughout Europe is becoming 
more and more discredited in the eyes of a suspicious 
electorate. 

Nowhere has this been more obvious than in Austria, 
where a large minority of the electorate became 
increasingly disillusioned with the Social Democratic 
Conservative coalition that had ruled the country for 
most of the postwar period, a coalition that had long 
been tarnished with the perception that it gave jobs to 
political friends. 

While Austrian history, nationalism and social atti- 
tudes played a significant role in drawing support to 
Haider, it is important to place his achievements in a 
wider context. The lesson of Austria is a lesson for 
Europe. While quite rightly anti-racists and anti-fascists 
should be organising and participating in solidarity 
actions with their counterparts in Austria, there is no 
room for complacency at home. Our task is to expose 
the far right as the enemy of national democracy, not its 
defender. 
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NEARLY 130 nazis turned out to oppose the annual 
Bloody Sunday march in central London on Saturday 
22 January. The nazis, split into three groups, were as 
usual largely ineffectual. 

The National Front provided the official opposition 
to the march, organised to remember the 14 innocent 
people killed by the British Army in Northern Ireland in 
1972. Led by Terry Blackham and Eddie Morrison, the 
30-strong NF contingent ranted and raved from behind 
police lines as the march made its way up Whitehall. 
Noticeable by his absence was John McAuley, the for- 
mer party leader, who seems to have dropped out of 
party activities. 

Towards the end of the march 40 to 50 people 
attempted to disrupt the marchers as they reached the 
rally hall at the University of London Union. This 
group, consisting of the British Ulster Alliance (BUA) 
and a motley crew of football hooligans, was contained 
by police and 30 arrests were made, although all were 
later released. 

Leading them were Frank Portinari, London UDA 
leader, and his sidekick, Rob “The Pig” Hilton, better 
known to Searchlight readers for his links with the 
National Socialist Movement. Others present included 
Warren Glass and Andy Frain. Frain looked surprisingly 
well considering the beating he took the week before at 
the hands of Tottenham hooligans. Searchlight inform- 
ers were surprised to see some old faces from the early 
days of Combat 18 (C18), among them the Millwall 
hooligan Nicky Cooper, the former Tottenham thug 
Alan Thompson, Rob “Postie” Gray and Mark Carter. 

C18 provided the third group out on the day. Forty of 
them met up in the Friend At Hand pub near Russell 
Square. However, the arrival of the nazis was swiftly fol- 
lowed by that of the police, and there the nazis stayed 
until the police cordon was lifted four hours later. 




























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Leading this group was Will Browning. 

The day would certainly have been more interesting 
had the police not intervened, as a clash between the 
BUA-hooligan contingent and C18 was on the cards. In 
the days leading up to the march, telephone lines were 
buzzing as the BUA - with Glass especially enthusiastic 
— tried to pull a mob together to “do Will Browning”. 

Hilton was another one keen for a fight, eager to 
avenge being put on his bottom so unceremoniously 
by Mark Atkinson at Euston station at the same event 
the previous year. He was not the only one after 
Atkinson. Also raring to get stuck in was Gray, 
Atkinson’s former housemate. There is no love lost 
between the two since Atkinson began a relationship 
with Liz Ford at a time when she was still involved with 
Gray. Gray’s feelings towards Atkinson worsened when 
they were both imprisoned for producing The Stormer, 
an obnoxious and tatty C18 newsletter. Gray and his 
friends believed that Atkinson should have taken the 
complete rap for this. 

As it is, the feud simmers on. Despite the best efforts 
of some to sort out this mess, it must be only a matter 
of time before the two warring factions finally clash, 
especially when leading members of Blood and 
Honour seem to be doing their utmost to wind things 
up. 


Y Stuart Cockburn and lan Holloway join Andy Frain (left to right) 
to oppose Bloody Sunday demonstrators 
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lick Lowles reports on a scandal brewing at Leeds University 


British academic to speak to 
US white supremacist rally 


right-wing conference in the United States later 

this month, Searchlight can exclusively reveal. 
Frank Ellis, a lecturer in Russian and Slavonic Studies at 
Leeds University and a former member of the elite SAS, 
has been billed to speak on “The Macpherson Report: 
Racial Hysteria in Britain’. The conference, entitled 
“The West in the 21st Century”, is organised by 
American Renaissance, a far-right publication whose 
leading followers support the notion of the biological 
superiority of white people. 

It can also be revealed that Ellis has not informed his 
department of the true nature of the event, which falls 
in term-time. “He told us that he was going to the US for 
a conference but didn’t say what it was all about,” said 
Dr Collins, head of the Russian and Slavonic Studies 
Department. “He’s a very secretive person.” 

It seems certain that Ellis will have to cancel lectures 
to attend what he describes as an academic event. “Iam 
an academic and I have interests in various things 
which are connected to my primary area of study,” he 
told Searchlight — a rather strange claim for a Russian 
lecturer. 

According to the promotional material, the confer- 
ence will bring together “a remarkable group of speak- 
ers and guests — undeceived, uncensored, and commit- 
ted to the defense of Western Civilization’. In reality 
American Renaissance is a group of pseudo-intellectuals 
who are obsessed with the “race problem” and attracts 
right-wing Republicans, Klansmen, nazis and other 
white supremacists. The American nazi Stormfront 
Internet site describes it as “conservative racist”. 

American Renaissance is one of the most important 
publications as the US far right. “This outfit is drawing 
from the extreme right on the basis of scientific racism,” 
says Leonard Zeskind, an expert on the US right. “It is 
the intellectual centre for constructing an American 
white nationalism stripped of conspiracy theories and 
paramilitiary infantilism.” 

American Renaissance was formed in 1990 as a small 
circulation monthly newsletter whose basic premise is 
that black people are incapable of becoming good US 
citizens. Every edition is packed with grim news and 
statistics about crime, unemployment, welfare, etc. The 
cause of these problems is never racism but always 
black people’s misbehaviour. 

Its editor is Jared Taylor, a Yale graduate and fellow 
conference speaker. A taped interview with Taylor is 
being sold by the nazi National Alliance, a group led by 
William Pierce, author of The Turner Diaries, the book 
that is believed to have inspired Timothy McVeigh, the 
Oklahoma City bomber. i 

Taylor recently addressed a meeting of Right Now!, 
the far-right British publication edited by Derek Turner, 
who during the 1980s led an Irish nazi group, the Social 


Bees: academic is due to speak at an extreme 


Action Initiative, later joining the National Front. Right 
Now! is the British equivalent of American Renaissance. 
Taylor told his audience of 60 people: “In the US a mul- 
ticultural neighbourhood can be defined when the first 
black person moves in and the last person moves out”. 

In the introduction to The Real American Dilemma: 
Race, Immigration, and the Future of America, Taylor 
wrote: “The consistent position taken at the conference 
and by people associated with American Renaissance is 
that races are different, that these differences are 
reflected in society”. He added: “A realistic understand- 
ing of race must account for such apparent contradic- 
tions by accepting the possibility of biological as well as 
social factors”. 

He concluded: “The transformation of the American 
legal and institutional framework that took place during 
the 1950s and 1960s was a remarkable achievement. It 
took courage to act on ideals and to work for what 
promised to be a better world. But it takes even more 
courage to admit those ideals may have been false, that 
the goal was unattainable and perhaps not even desir- 
able. Unless it can muster the courage to change course, 
our country has no choice but it sink ever deeper into 
the racial conflict and despair that has become the real 
America dilemma.” 

Next month’s conference will be the fourth held by 
American Renaissance. Its 1994 conference was 
attended by an array of far-right extremists, including 
Ed Fields, the editor of Truth at Last, whose affiliations 
flirt between the Ku Klux Klan and nazi outfits. 

Joining Ellis on the conference podium will be 
J. Philippe Rushton speaking on “Latest Research on 
Race”, Samuel Francis on “Race and the American 
Right”, Jared Taylor on “Prospects for the New Century’, 
Roger McGrath on “The Reconquista of California’, and 
Richard Lynn on “Race: European Developments’. 
Together these people form the backbone of the 
pseudo-intellectual racist right. 

Rushton is a leading Canadian eugenicist, who argues 
that black people commit crimes because they have a 
higher testosterone level, while Francis lost his job on 
the Washington Times for racially inflammatory work. 
He now writes for the antisemitic weekly Spotlight 
owned by the leading Holocaust denier Willis Carto. 

Addressing the 1994 American Renaissance confer- 
ence, Francis said that the fight to preserve “national 
sovereignity” and “cultural identity” would become a 
struggle for racial identity. “We as whites under assault 
need to ... reassert our identity and our solidarity, and 
we would need to do so in explicitly racial terms, 
through the articulation of a racial consciousness as 
whites.” 

Lynn, director of the Ulster Institute for Social 
Research and a leading racial eugenicist, is another per- 
son well known to Searchlight readers. In an inter- 
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viewed in Right Now!, Lynn called for the racial separa- 
tion of the US. “I believe the predominantly white states 
should declare independence and secede from the 
Union ... If this were done, white civilisation would sur- 
WIVeGr eae 

Others intending to address the conference include 
Gordon Baum and Sam Dickson. Baum is the executive 
officer of the Council of Conservative Citizens, a right- 
wing pressure group that attracted national attention 
last year when its links to racists were exposed. Among 
them was the British nazi Mark Cotterill, who was then 
working for the Council as its youth organiser. Cotterill 
was then the US distributor of Right Now! but now 
heads the American Friends of the BNP. The Southern 
Poverty Law Center found that almost 10% of those 
named in Council literature had ties to racist groups. 

Sam Dickson helped organise the visit to the US of the 
former BNP leader John Tyndall. He has also spoken on 
historical revisionist platforms. 

Also planning to speak is Bruno Gollnisch, a leading 
figure in Jean-Marie Le Pen’s fascist French Front 
National, a group which has close ties to Right Now! 

An insight into the likely content of Ellis’s speech can 
be found in an article he recently wrote in Right Now! in 
which he lambasted those striving for a fairer society. 
“For the seekers after ‘social justice’ equal opportunity 
theory offers a ready-made explanation of life’s sup- 
posed unfairness: it nurtures unnatural expectations for 
women and legitimises their grievances when things go 
wrong or turn out differently; it justifies black hatred 
and persecution of whites in the names of quotas and 
preferential treatment; it provides the justification and 
means for homosexuals to raise a perversion to the sta- 
tus of a violated right and demand moral compensation 
and it affords a perfect excuse for Africa’s bloody failures 
of which we are daily reminded.” 

He concludes the article by declaring: “It is consid- 
ered politically incorrect to say so, but were one to take 
‘white’ and ‘male’ out of science and technology one 
would have no science, just witchcraft, Third World 
squalor, misery and mega-incompetence’. 

Few people escape Ellis’s wrath. Attacking the educa- 
tional establishment in another Right Now! article, he 
likened the teaching unions to “the Soviet Communist 
Party”. 


When confronted by Searchlight, Ellis defended his 
connection with American Renaissance but claimed no 
knowledge of its extremist links. He was also full of 
praise for Taylor. “Having read his book and copies of 
American Renaissance, he certainly doesn’t come across 
to me as a racist or a nazi. 

“Jared Taylor has written two books,” he continued. 
“One I’m particularly impressed with was Paved With 
Good Intentions, about the failure of race relations in 
America. I think it is an extremely impressive book.” 

He also praised Derek Turner, despite his nazi back- 
ground. “I’ve got the greatest admiration for Derek 
Turner. I think he is a wonderful man, a wonderful man 
indeed and I think Right Now! is a splendid magazine 
and I wish it the very best of success. It is one of the few 
journals or magazines in the UK which is making any 
effort to challenge the Blairite agenda and the hard left 
agenda, which wants to turn this country into some sort 
of left-wing social democratic state modelled on the 
left-wing United States of Europe.” 
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Cone BS vileness 
A The two issues of Right Now! which carried the Ellis articles 


When asked to define his politics, Ellis refused. 
However a cursory glance at his writings suggest that 
his thinking is in tune with Right Now! and American 
Renaissance. In another article published in Right Now! 
he seemed to support the social eugenics views prom- 
ulgated by the two publications. 

“Subsidise socially dysfunctional behaviour and edu- 
cational failure and you get more of both, not less. More 
money, spent specifically on education, in addition to 
that already spent as part of the general welfare budget, 
merely aggravates the problem,” he wrote. 

This anti-welfare attitude mirrors the views of 
eugenicists such as Arthur Jensen, J. Philippe Rushton 
and Charles Murray, all people Ellis admits he admires. 

Ellis had told his university department of his 
impending trip to the US but failed to reveal the true 
nature of the conference. “His views are nothing what- 
soever to do with the views of the department or its 
members, nor does the university associate itself with 
any views of this description,” Dr Collins told 
Searchlight. 

Although Ellis is speaking at a political conference, on 
a subject that has nothing whatsoever to do with his 
paid employment, and will be cancelling lectures to do 
so, there is no indication that the university is planning 
to prevent him attending the event. A spokesperson for 
Leeds University would only say: “Dr Ellis has been told 
that he must inform the audience that he is speaking in 
a personal capacity and his views are not those of the 
university”. 

The spokesperson was also unwilling to deny that 
Ellis was having to rearrange lectures to attend the con- 
ference, adding: “If he is away from the university when 
he is supposed to be teaching, then he will have to take 
annual leave”. 

Ellis seems undaunted by the furore his trip is bound 
to cause. “I’m going to an academic conference. That’s 
part and parcel of the things I do.” 













A fete worse 


than death! — 
IN THE tradition of picking at elements of 


European fascism, the British National Party is set 
to copy the French Front National by hosting its 


own weekend féte this August. The plans, 
announced in its January members’ bulletin, will be 
a mixture of “traditional family fair, Family Fun Day 
and camp, sports competition, evening banquet 
and entertainment, educational lectures, giant 
political meeting, and much, much more”. All this is 
set to take place on the weekend of 12-13 August. 

According to the internal bulletin, the BNP is 
looking for “flat land, near a road and not too far 
from the motorway network of central England, 
which would be suitable for two large marquees, a 
number of stalls, football pitches, sideshows, car 
parking and camping space”. 

This is the latest in a series of modernising proj- 
ects currently being implemented by the new BNP 
leadership. The long awaited new BNP magazine, 
Identity, has finally emerged. Four months late and 
inanely boring, the party clearly intends to use it 
finally to destroy former leader John Tyndall’s mag- 
azine, Spearhead. 

As one publication is born, another one dies. The 
BNP has announced the end of British Nationalist 
(BN), the party paper produced by convicted 
bomber Tony Lecomber, although its name will live 
on as the title of the monthly members’ bulletin. 
BN will be replaced by a new publication, The Voice 
of FREEDOM, produced in newspaper format. 

The leadership hopes to launch it at the BNP’s 
annual rally, which has been set for 11 March. The 
rally itself will be a crucial test of the relative suc- 
cess the BNP has achieved over the past year. 
Despite boasts that membership has risen by 41% 
over the past two years, there was no obvious 
increase in attendance at the last rally, held in 
November 1998, compared to earlier years. 

The BNP is also breathing new life into its youth 
operation. Paul Golding, a member of the Dartford 
& Bexley branch, is producing a youth bulletin, 
Excalibur. In an article condemning “multicultural 
indoctrination in schools”, it calls on readers to 
notify the publication “on what you get taught in 
the ‘racism awareness centres’ that used to be 
called schools”. This seems to be an attempt to 
emulate the red-baiting activities of the National 
Front in the 1970s. 

Across the water, the American Friends of the 
BNP held another meeting on 5 February in 
Arlington, Virginia. Addressing a mostly National 

Alliance and Liberty Lobby-aligned audience was 
none other than Steve Brady, a former leading 
member of the National Front, now linked to the 
BNP. Brady must have felt quite at home with the 
audience as in the early 1980s he coupled his job 
as international liaison officer of the League 
of St George with that of UK organiser for 
the National Alliance. 
Brady’s trip to the US comes shortly 
after he attended a Bloomsbury 
Forum meeting in central London 
addressed by BNP leader Nick Griffin. 
It is another clear indication that 
many of those affiliated to the far- 
right magazine Right Now! have 
, switched their allegiances away 
from the Conservative Part 
_ British nazism. 
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NEWS in brief 


A damp squib 

Last month’s exposé of Dr Stuart Russell as the man 
behind the British National Party's Media Monitoring 
Unit resulted in several calls from our readers and BNP 
members whom he has managed to upset. 

We wrote that he was in the entertainment industry; 
well to say “we are not amused” would be a major 
understatement as we now understand that he puts on 
fireworks displays, which means he almost certainly 
has an explosives certificate. We were also told that he 
was a frequent caller to local radio stations in the mid 
1990s, posing as an ex-policeman, probation officer or 
on one occasion a black man. Radio presenters appar- 
ently got wise to him after a while and would pull the 
plugs whenever he came online. 

So who is the Julie Russell, who writes to Heritage 
and Destiny, the publication of the American Friends of 
the BNP claiming to be an 18-year-old Briton and using 
a Leicestershire BNP box number of which the Post 
Office has no record? Odds on she is the good doctor's 
daughter now studying in Manchester and clearly fol- 
lowing in daddy’s footsteps. 


BNP man convicted for racism 


The British National Party’s pretence that it is non- 
racist was again shown to be a sham when a leading 
London activist was convicted for hurling racist abuse 
at a pub bouncer. Alan Gould, the group’s Waltham 
Forest organiser and BNP candidate at the last general 
election and the European elections, pleaded guilty to 
shouting racist insults in a Chingford pub. 

The court heard how trouble erupted as Gould was 
asked to leave the pub because of his drunken behav- 
iour, which was causing offence to female staff. 
Refusing to leave, Gould confronted a black security 
guard with a torrent of racist abuse. “I’m not being told 
what to do by a black n***** and a black c*** when I live 
in a white country.” 

He called another black drinker “Patti Bouleye”, while 
other customers were abused as “race-mixers”. 

When police arrived to arrest Gould, he told them: “I 
thought us lot would stick together, not with Harry 
Belafonte here’. 

Grovelling to the magistrate, Gould claimed to be 
repentant. “I have taken big steps to ensure that behav- 
iour like this is never repeated.” Keeping quiet about 
his continuing involvement in the BNP, Gould told the 
court: “I want to use this as a turning point in my life”. 

Gould, who claims to be studying psychology and 
law at college, was given a 120-hour community service 
order and ordered to pay £40 costs. 


Army claims anti-racist success 


The British Army is claiming that a 46% rise in the 
recruitment of soldiers from ethnic minorities demon- 
strates the success of its war against racism. 
Announcing the figures, General Evelyn Webb Carter, 
commanding officer of the Household Division, said: 
‘Tt is important our officers and soldiers represent the 
many ethnic communities in our society”. 

Black and Asian recruits to the Army have almost 
doubled. The Army claims that this signifies a victory in 
its policy of “zero tolerance” to racism. 

The Commission for Racial Equality applauded the 
news. A spokesperson said: “We are very pleased with 
the progress they have made. This shows that with 
determined action from the top a positive result can be 
achieved.” 


rch 2000 


































































































































































































B Woody 
> Guthrie 


a tribute to 
' a voice against 
Biesecuamcaemeecar 


















































































































































“Courtesy of the Woody Guthrie Archi 

































































































































































— 








qn 


Séarchlight 


the anti-fascist monthly 





In partnership with 5 































































































































































































































































































_ Woody Guthrie: 


according to his entry in the Rock and Roll 

Hall of Fame, one of a number of post- 
humous accolades. While Woody’s contribution to folk 
music is widely recognised, his contribution to the 
struggle against fascism and racism, which he saw as 
part of the wider struggle for the rights of working peo- 
ple, is less well known. The anti-fascist songs that 
Woody recorded during the war were not released at the 
time, some only being released recently, over 50 years 
later. 

It is commonly acknowledged that Woody influenced 
many singers, most famously the young Bob Dylan, 
who emulated him and paid tribute to him in his Song 
to Woody Guthrie. His music has impacted on a new 
generation recently with the release of an album by Billy 
' Bragg and Wilco, Mermaid Avenue, breathing new life 
into previously unheard lyrics. 

Woodrow Wilson Guthrie was born in Okemah, 
Oklahoma, on 14 July 1912 into a family that was doing 
relatively well for itself. His father, Charles, was a cow- 
boy, land speculator and local politician whose luck was 
to turn bad causing him to suffer financial ruin. Woody’s 
life was marked by tragedy. The death of his older sister, 


“Vy OODY GUTHRIE is the original folk hero,” 























































































































































































































































































































Clara, in a fire and the institutionalisation of his mother, 
Nora, devastated his family and home. 

Okemah was an oil boomtown. When boom turned to 
bust and the depression hit in 1931 Woody left for Texas, 
where he married Mary Jennings and had three chil- 
dren, Gwen, Sue and Bill. Woody began his musical 
career by forming the Corn Cob Trio with Matt Jennings 
(Mary’s brother) and Cluster Baker. In 1935, when he 
was already finding it hard to make ends meet, the dust 
storm that hit the Great Plains forced him to move on in 
search of work. Woody headed for California along with 
thousands of other “Okies”. Whole families hit the road 
and the images of their “hard travellin’” are captured in 
Woody’s songs, the Dust Bowl Ballads, which are among 
the most popular he recorded. The migrant workers 
were dubbed “dust bowl refugees”, a term that Woody 
despised. Before introducing his song, Dust Bowl 
Refugees, he would say: 

“You know, there are different kinds of refugees. There 
are people who are forced to take refuge under a rail- 
road bridge because they ain't got noplace to go, and 
there are those who take refuge in public office ...” 

The hostility towards the migrant workers by locals 
and the naked exploitation that Woody witnessed were 
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to have a deep impact on him. On a personal level he 
enjoyed success in his music career, singing about 
social justice on Californian and Mexican radio stations 
with his singing partner, Maxine Crissman. 

Guthrie’s songs became famous in California but he 
was restless and in 1939 moved to New York City. He 
hooked up with his friend Will Geer (who later played 
Grandpa Walton in the television series, The Waltons) 
and was embraced by the left and its vibrant music 
scene. Woody became friends with Huddie Ledbetter 
(Leadbelly), Cisco Houston, Burl Ives, Pete Seeger, 
Sonny Terry, Brownie McGhee, Josh White, Millard 
Lampell, Bess Hawes and Sis Cunningham among oth- 
ers. Together they sang in favour of the progressive 
political causes of the day. Woody and Will Geer sang at 
rallies and meetings in support of the Communist Party 
and Woody wrote a column for its newspaper, The Daily 
Worker. When pressed on the question of whether he 
was a member he answered, “I ain’t a communist nec- 
essarily, but I been in the red all my life”. It was during 
this period that Woody penned a true classic that has 
reached well beyond America’s shores, the song Union 
Maid. 

In 1940 Woody recorded for Alan Lomax at the Library 
of Congress and throughout the decade for Moses Asch 
at Folkways Records. While Europe was gripped by fas- 
cism, Woody lambasted the USA’s homegrown fascists 
and Charles Lindbergh’s America First movement. 
Woody ended his song Lindbergh with the words: 


And I’m gonna tell you workers, 
‘fore you cash in your checks: 
They say ‘America First’, 

but they mean ‘America Next!’ 


In 1941 Woody travelled to Portland, Oregon, to whip 
up support for a hugely ambitious rural electrification 
project. The Bonneville Power Administration was rais- 
ing funds through public subscription to harness water 
power and employed Woody to record songs for a 
month. Woody waxed lyrical about the amazing sight of 
the Grand Coulee Dam and what electricity would bring 
to the rural Northwest. His recordings were played at 
meetings and rallies where people bought bonds to 
bring power lines over the countryside to their homes. 

Woody was to sing numerous anti-fascist songs in the 
1940s, especially with the Almanac Singers. The song 
Round and Round Hitler's Grave confidently predicted 
the fascists’ demise. Woody has been credited with writ- 
ing the verse: 


Mussolini won't last long 
Tell you the reason why 
We're a-gonna salt his beef 
And hang it up to dry. 


The day after the song was broadcast on the This is 
War radio show in 1942 a New York newspaper ran a 
story headlined “Commie Singers Try to Infiltrate 
Radio”. Pete Seeger has said it was the last radio show 
that the band were offered as many of them went to war. 
In later years Seeger and other band members went on 
to form the Weavers, the most famous and influential 
US folk musicians of their day. 

Woody served in both the Merchant Marine and the 
Army, going to sea on several occasions with his friends 
Cisco Houston and Jimmy Longhi. Woody used to sing 
to the troops on the ships and had confrontations with 
officials when he refused to sing to whites only. Woody 
was forever putting new words to old songs to make 
them fit the occasion. He rewrote his Dust Bowl ballad 
So Long it’s Been Good to Know You (Dusty old Dust) and 
made it an anti-fascist tune: 

I landed somewheres on a fighting shore 

With 10 million soldiers and 10 million more 

While we were chasing that Super-Race 

We sang this song in the chase... 

So long it’s been good to know you... 
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Woody was inspired to write a tribute to Ludmila 
Pavlichenko, a female lieutenant in the Red Army who 
shot dead more than 300 Nazis as a result of which she 
received a hero’s welcome when she visited the US. 
Woody tried to give an impression of the conditions that 
the Soviet sniper had to face when he sang Miss 
Pavlichenko: 


In the mountains and canyons quiet as a deer. 
Down in the forests knowing no fear. 

You lift up your sight and down comes a hun. 
Three hundred Nazis fell by your gun. 


After working on a CBS radio show called Back where 
I Come From, which increased his fame, Woody wrote 
his semi-autobiographical account of his Dust Bowl 
years, Bound for Glory. Written in 1943 the book tells of 
his and his fellow unemployed workers’ journeys across 
the US by boxcar, thumb and foot. 

The hypocrisy of “Jim Crow” racial segregation, in the 
wake of a war that was supposed to be fought against 
similar ideas, was highlighted by the brutal treatment of 
Isaac Woodward. 

Singing new words to the tune of The Great Dust 
Storm Woody told the terrible story of this black soldier 
who, a matter of hours after receiving his honourable 
discharge in Atlanta, Georgia, was so severely beaten by 
racist cops that he lost his sight. Woody said of The 
Blinding of Isaac Woodward: 

“I sang this song in the Lewisohn stadium one night 
for more than 36,000 people, and I got the loudest 
applause I’ve ever got in my whole life ... 1 made this 
ballad up because we'll need lots of songs like this one 
before we win our fight for racial equality in our big free 
United States.” 

Woody’s marriage to Mary broke down during the war 
and he developed a relationship with a young dancer 
called Marjorie Mazia. They were married in 1946 and 
together they had four children: Cathy, who died aged 
four in a tragic accident, and Arlo, Joady and Nora. 
Woody composed children’s songs during this time, 
which were acclaimed and are still listened to and sung 
by young people today. 

Woody’s health began to deteriorate, though he con- 
tinued to write many songs. One song that stood out 
from the rest came about after Woody read, early in 
1948, that a plane deporting migrant farm workers to 
Mexico had crashed. In Plane Wreck at Los Gatos 
(Deportees) Woody displayed his anger at the prejudice 
these people faced, even in death: 


The sky plane caught fire over Los Gatos Canyon 

A fireball of lightning, and shook all our hills, 

Who are these friends, all scattered like dry leaves? 
The radio says, “They are just deportees’. 


Woody’s as yet undiagnosed illness brought tensions 
in his personal and professional life that spurred him to 
leave his family and head for California with his friend 
“Ramblin” Jack Elliott. In California Woody met Anneke 
van Kirk, whom he married. They had a daughter, 
Lorina Lynn. 

Woody’s health continued to decline and he returned 
to New York where he was eventually diagnosed as suf- 
fering from Huntington's Chorea, the same degenera- 
tive disease that had institutionalised and destroyed his 
mother some 30 years earlier. In 1954 Woody admitted 
himself to a New Jersey hospital, the first of several that 
he would be in and out of for the rest of his life. While at 
Creedmoor State Hospital in Queens, New York, Woody 
Guthrie died on 3 October 1967. 

Woody left a rich legacy, one that is woven into the 
fabric of the USA. Like Joe Hill before him he under- 
stood that, “a pamphlet is never read more than once 
but a song is learned by heart and repeated over and 
over”. The single song that stands as his testament 
is This Land is Your Land, which has become the 
unofficial anthem of the USA. 


Woody Guthrie: 


Natural born 
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Stetson Kennedy pictured right with colleagues Elizabeth Gardner 
and Professor James Sheldon in 1947 while serving as national direc- 
tor of fact finding for the Anti-Nazi League, based in New York. The 
picture shows the robes of Ku Klux Klansman Alton Young who repu- 


diated his racist views on his deathbed. 
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ever committed any disloyal act?” my 

lawyer/friend/neighbour asked the two FBI 
agents who had dropped into his office to ask if it were 
true that “one Woodrow Wilson Guthrie” was staying at 
my home on the outskirts of Jacksonville, Florida. 

“Well, there’s this,” one of them replied, fishing from 
his briefcase an 8x10 photograph of Woody holding his 
guitar with the inscription writ large across its face, THIS 
MACHINE KILLS FASCISTS! 

It did, too. From the very first moment that fascism 
reared its head on the world scene — first in Mussolini's 
Italy, then aped in Hitler’s Nazi Germany, and then 
imposed by the two of them in Franco's Falangist Spain — 
Woody was singing his heart out against it. And long after 
the Axis defeat in 1945, Woody remained a militant anti- 
fascist until he drew his last breath on 3 October 1967. 

That figures, because fascism was the mortal enemy of 
everything Woody believed in — people, unions, democ- 
racy, human rights, justice, peace, world brotherhood, 
you name it. 

So Woody didn’t have to wait until Mussolini gloated, 
“We fascists have ridden roughshod over the putrid 
corpse of parliamentary democracy, and will do so again 
if need be!” or for Il Duce’s son-in-law Count Ciano to 
report how “troops of Ethiopian horsemen blossomed 
like roses when bombed from the air”. Or for Hitler to 
spell out in Mein Kampf his master plan for 1,000 years of 
world dominion, and a “final solution for European 
Jewry”. Or the Axis-backed fascist overthrow of the 
republican government of Spain. Much less the tardy US 
declaration of war against the Axis. 

Fact is, a lot of us cut our political wisdom teeth on the 
works of those British socialists, Sidney and Beatrice 
Webb, who ended one of their 1930s books with the 
question, “What are we to do?” and answered “Build the 
Popular Front against fascism!” 

Like the book Hard-Hitting Songs for Hard-Hit People, 
which Woody put together with folk musicologist Alan 
Lomax in 1941, Woody's life work consisted of making 
up and singing songs to strengthen the arm of the poor, 
and especially their unions, in their struggle to shake off 
the shackles of the rich. Since the function of fascism 
was the exact opposite, Woody was what you might call 
a natural-born anti-fascist. 

But he said it — and sang it — best. During World War II 
the US Office of War Information hired him to write 
some “morale-building songs”, but his were so explicitly 
anti-fascist not one was ever released. (The War 
Department did put out a four-page booklet to tell ser- 
vicemen what fascism was all about, but Congress made 
them recall it. Hasn't been seen since.) 

“There ain't but two sides, the working people's side 
and the big bosses’ side,” Woody wrote. “The union side 
and the Hitler side. The first thing that Hitler cracked 
down on when he took the Nazi Chamber was the Trade 
Unions. And it will be the Trade Unions that beat Hitler. 
The best job you can do for your country, next to being 
a good soldier for the working people. 

“You don't have to go to Europe to find plenty to do to 
beat Hitler, stick up for what's right, freedom of speech, 
press, radio, meetings, collective bargaining, the right to 
get together for decent pay, hours, rent, prices ... The 
biggest thing that’s happening right now in the United 
States is us.” 

That was the stuff Woody’s songs were made of. He 
didn’t mind others singing about love and such, but as far 
as he was concerned, “A song that don’t say somethin 
ain’t worth nothin”. Of course, what his were worth, and 
what they fetched, were two very different things. I 
remember getting many a mimeographed, self-illustrated 
copy in the mail, scrawled over in Woody’s hand, “Here is 
my latest song. Hope you like it. If so, please send 25c.” 

It was much the same when it came to collecting even 
the $25 honorarium Woody generally got for singing on 
stage. 


46 D: YOU have any evidence of Woody having 
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“But it’s for a Good Cause!” protested one sponsor who 
wanted him to sing for free. 

“T don't sing for bad causes,” was Woody’s rejoinder. 

Woody was never the armchair anti-fascist, mind you. 
When he received a wartime telegram saying “Got a dish- 
washing job on a Liberty Ship,” he jotted in his Notebook: 


Woman a-cryin 
and me a-flyin 
out the door 

and down the line! 


According to his sidekick Cisco Houston, when one of 
those ships carrying material to Britain and the Soviets 
was torpedoed (despite Woody’s prayers against “tin- 
fish”) he grabbed his guitar and kept playing, in the 
heroic tradition of dance bands when fire breaks out in 
the ballroom. 

And when a sister ship went down with all hands on 
board, Woody sang (as if in anticipation of all the names 
engraved on the Vietnam Memorial wall in Washington): 


Tell me, what were their names, boys, 
what wurrr their names? 

Did you have a friend 

On that good Reuben James? 


Woody was rightfully proud of his membership in the 
National Maritime Union and kept paying his dues long 
after he came ashore. 

Like all true folk philosophers he could say a lot in a 
few words, for example, “If we would just take the profit 
out of war, there wouldn't be any”. 

In a 4 March 1942 entry in his Notebook for a letter to 
his unborn son, Woody had this to say: 

“Maybe I should talk to you about fascism. It is a big 
word and it hides in some pretty little places. It is noth- 
ing in the world but greed for profit and greed for the 
power to hurt and make slaves out of the people... But 
fascism can no more control the world than a bunch of 
pool hall gamblers and thugs can control America. 
Because all of the laws of man working in nature and his- 
tory and evolution say for all human beings to come 
always closer and closer together... 

“How come me launching into a talk about fascism to 
you — only 4 months on the way - not even here yet? 
Because in the whole big world... fascism and freedom 
are the only two sides battling... every other shades into 
the fight somewhere, I’m not worried about where you'll 
be standing — but — how could I ever get this book wrote 
full unless some of it was cussing out fascism? 

Like Tom Joad said to his dying mother in Steinbeck’s 
Grapes of Wrath, “wherever working people are fighting 
for their rights, I’ll be there”. That was Woody, all the 
way... 

We were all very confident back then — as Pete Seeger 
has never tired of singing — that there was “a better way 
on the way”. Woody often put it in terms of a great day 
coming in which we (the human race) would all be 
members of “One Big Union’. 

One of the most everlasting of Woody’s countless con- 
tributions is his song, This Land Is Your Land, which has 
virtually replaced America (that rewrite of God Save the 
King) as the US national anthem. Its refrain: 


This Land is your land, 
This land is my land, 
This land belongs to you and me... 


This song has taken root in the heart of Americans of 
all ages — all the title deeds to the contrary not with- 
standing. That Woody was not unaware of this compli- 
cation was evidenced by his gentle yet firm revolution- 
ary admonition for us to “take it easy, but take it!” 

That Woody’s prenatal exhortations against fascism 
did not fall on deaf ears is attested by Arlo Guthrie's 
singing career. That word fascism may still be under- 
stood on the eastern side of the Atlantic, where it 
wreaked the most havoc, but it is still almost unheard of 
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in the USA today. (Recently when a student-made tran- 
script of an interview with me came back from the oral 
history archive at the University of Florida, it read, 
“Following the faddist invasion of Spain...”) 

During the 1950s, when McCarthyite witch-hunting 
was at its peak, Alan Lomax was in London and I was in 
Budapest, and we both begged Woody to pack up his 
guitar and songbag and come to Europe. He never made 
it in the flesh, but as a legendary folk hero Woody 
Guthrie lives on in people’s struggles around the world. 

Just for fun, before concluding let me speak to two 
apolitical components of the Legend of Woody Guthrie: 
that he slept with his boots on, and ate standing up. The 
former was often true, and I have concluded that the 
habit was acquired during his hoboing years, when one 
needed to be ready to run when aroused by a railroad 
cop. And he did on occasion rise from a dining table and 
take his plate to a shelf or mantlepiece. His own expla- 
nation: there were no tables in a hobo jungle, nor 
around the chuck wagons of the Dust Bowl refugees. 

But the Legacy of Woody Guthrie, which will always 
stand mankind in good stead, is the necessity for soli- 
darity in throwing off the yoke of oppressors, and build- 
ing a better world of peace and justice. 

One of my fondest memories of Woody is May Day 
1947, when we marched together in the writers’ contin- 
gent of the parade of progressives in New York City. 
When we reached Union Square, Woody climbed up on 
a ledge protruding from a bank, the better to hear the 
speakers. A cop spotting him from the other side of the 
square came charging with his billystick and bellowing, 
“Get offa that bank!” 

Woody climbed down with the utmost dignity, saying, 
“Very well officer, but a little courtesy please. Don't for- 
get I help pay your salary.” 

Afterwards when the two of us were driving to upstate 
New York for some meeting, when Woody's time came at 
the mike he plucked at his scalp (as he often did, as if for 
lice) and told the audience: 

“On the way up here listening to the car radio we 
heard the announcer talking about what a fine May Day 
parade the Mayor and all the Big Shots and American 
Legion had down Fifth Avenue, and how all of us Lefties 
‘got lost in the shuffle over on Eighth Avenue’ ... The way 
I see it, that’s what we've gotta do - keep shufflin’ ...” 


US human rights activist 
STETSON KENNEDY (bI9I6) was 
a close friend of Woody Guthrie 
and a member of the board of 
People’s Songs. A frequent 
guest in Kennedy’s Florida 
home, Guthrie wrote the 
introduction to Kennedy’s first 
book Palmetto Country, and 
a number of campaign songs 

é - when he ran as a “total 
equality candidate” for the US Senate in 1950. 

Kennedy is best known in Britain for his books, ! Rode with 
the Ku Klux Klan (Arco, 1954), and Jim Crow Guide to the 
USA (Lawrence & Wishart, 1956). Translated into several 
languages, it was not until 1994 that they appeared in the USA 
(University Press of Florida, 1994). 

At a “strategies for the nineties” conference sponsored by the 
Center for Democratic Renewal in Atlanta in 1992, Searchlight 
publisher Gerry Gable credited Kennedy's infiltration of the KKK 
and other racist terrorist groups with inspiring similar work in 
Britain. 

Kennedy wrote a number of reports published in London by the 
anti-fascist 43 Group, and in the wake of the Notting Hill riot of 
1958 submitted a monograph on riot control to the Home Office. 

He was a guest of honour at an intercontinental conference of 
jurists on “Human Rights and the Force of Law” held in Nantes, 
France, in 1994, where he was awarded the Jules Verne Medal. He 
is currently working on his autobiography, Dissident-at-Large. 
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Legend lives on 
Mermaid Avenue 


Nick Lowles 
is co-editor of 
Searchlight 


IN A small office apartment only a stone’s throw from New 
York's Time Square, Nora Guthrie is talking excitedly with 
colleagues at the Woody Guthrie Foundation. The previous 
evening US President Bill Clinton and Vice-President Al 
Gore appeared on television in front of hundreds of 
Democratic Party supporters singing This Land is Your Land, 
a song written by Nora’s father, Woody, many decades 
before. While this song has become an unofficial anthem 
to many in the US, Guthrie himself has largely been forgot- 
ten by mainstream USA. Until now, that is. Stacked high on 
Nora’s desk are requests for interviews and information 
about Woody and the Foundation formed to keep alive his 
work and politics. 

The resurgence of interest in Woody Guthrie follows the 
release of Mermaid Avenue, 15 previously unpublished 
Guthrie songs reworked and sung by Billy Bragg and the 
American folk band Wilco, led by Jeff Tweedy. The album is 
named after the street where Guthrie once lived. 

“The reaction from the CD exceeded even our wildest 
expectations,” says Nora. “I would be driving in my car and 
| would hear Woody Guthrie on the radio. Even though it 
was sung by Billy Bragg and Wilco, the words and meaning 
was the same.” 

Over 800 reviews of the CD have been written, almost all 
favourable. “It reminds us what hopeful music used to feel 
like,” said the New York Times. “Almost an instant classic”, 
added The Times, while The Sunday Times noted: “The 
most enjoyable history lesson you could ask for”. Even the 
Daily Telegraph, not known for its radical politics, was quick 
to praise the work as “a triumph”. 

Since the release of the CD, the volume of requests for 
information from the Woody Guthrie Foundation has been 
immense. Nora was especially keen to spread the word 
among young people. The purpose of the CD, she says, 
was to “break out of the dust bowl culture. It was to get 
the message over to two generations, to people who would 
never have heard of Woody Guthrie before.” 

There was widespread surprise when Nora asked Billy 
Bragg to work on Guthrie’s material. Some thought some- 
one like Pete Seeger would be a more suitable choice; oth- 
ers were against the project altogether. “They said that he 
had produced so many great songs so why dredge up poor 
ones,” she remembers, noting that opposition was 
strongest from some sectors of the US folk scene. 

“It was a bit mischievous on my part, it certainly made 
heads turn. | said | wanted someone who would attract 
younger people.” Undeterred by the doubters, Nora pressed 
ahead with her project. “It was a wake-up call for us here.” 

Nora talks affectionately of Bragg, especially what she 
describes as his honesty and unwavering commitment to 
his beliefs. “He is absolutely not afraid to say what he 
wants to say. Some in America try to say things without 
offending anybody. Billy, on the other hand, has achieved a 
degree of success without it going to his head.” 

She likens Bragg’s frankness to that of Woody himself. 
“My Dad was exactly who he wanted to be. If he was told 
to tone down his language he would have said ‘fuck off’.” 

This is not to say there were no problems in producing 
the CD. Anyone who saw the accompanying television doc- 
umentary could not help but notice the regular confronta- 
tions between Bragg and Tweedy. “I had to be brought in as 
a mediator,” Nora remarks with a grin. 

“It was a difficult project. We all came in as equal part- 
ners, but we all had our own way of doing things. No one 
had ever told Billy how to do an album, but at the same 
time no one had ever told Wilco what to do. Here were 
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three socialists and three individuals,” says Nora, including 
Guthrie as an equal partner. “The bottom line came down 
to the fact that if we can’t work together on an album, how 
do we expect our leaders to do it internationally?” 

To compound the problems everyone involved brought 
their own prejudices to the work. “Jeff told me that he never 
realised how nationalistic he was. He was initially outraged 
that Billy Bragg could even think that he could sing a song 
about Joe Di Maggio. It made us all look at ourselves.” 

Many thought the difficulties experienced during the 
album's production would kill future collaboration, but after 
a period of reflection and no doubt swayed by the good 
reviews of Mermaid Avenue, Bragg, Wilco and Nora have 
agreed to release another CD. While most of the songs 
were recorded during the production of Mermaid Avenue, 
further teamwork is still required. 

The success of the CD has unleashed a wave of interest 
in Guthrie. Hoping to capitalise on this, the Foundation has 
organised an exhibition which is presently on a three-year 
tour of the US. Portraying his life, music and politics, the 
exhibition contains interactive video and music. It is a trib- 
ute not only to him but also to a generation of working- 
class people who lived, and suffered, in US society. 

The exhibition, which has now moved to New York, 
proved a great success on the West Coast. Nora says she 
has even had a request from people in Germany wanting 
the exhibition brought there. 

Spurred on by the success of the CD and the exhibition, 
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the Foundation is preparing to open up more of Guthrie’s 
work. Plans are under way for some of his music to be 
adapted to jazz, children’s books and even the publication 
of his own drawings. 

Nora is quick to stress that the Foundation is reminding 
people not only of Guthrie as a person but also of what he 
stood for. “It is to invoke a community togetherness that 
isn’t there at the moment. It is trying to achieve everything 
Woody strove for. 

“You have to go where people are,” she adds, “emotion- 
ally and politically. It’s a gradual and slow process. It’s not 
blaming people. If they like chocolate then you give them 
chocolate and only then explain where the chocolate is 
from.” 

Woody Guthrie’s transformation from the neglected man 
of music to a living legend is almost complete with the 
recent announcement by the National Academy of 
Recording Arts & Sciences to give him a Lifetime 
Achievement Award. While Nora is happy with the adulation 
he is finally receiving, it is his political message that she is 
most keen to get across and nothing more so than his anti- 
fascism. “Woody was an anti-fascist. No one calls them- 
selves that these days, but fascism still exists.” 





Courtesy of the Woody Guthrie Archives 
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4G Woody Guthrie has been an 
inspiration for thousands of 
songwriters, now wordwide, and a 
few of them, such as Bob Dylan, 
have become deservedly 
famous.“Woody’s song, This Land is 
Your Land has become as well known 
as any other American song, yet was 
never a commercial ‘hit’. It is so 
unusually simple that when I first 
heard it | thought it was just too 
simple. | thought it was one of 
Woody’s lesser efforts. That shows 
how wrong you can be. 
And we’re just at the beginning of 
attempts to translate him. | think his 
song for very small children may last 
as long as there is a human race: 
Put Your Finger In the Air, In the Air. 
Alan Lomax [the musicologist] felt 
that Woody came in a direct line 
from the ballad-makers 


of Wales or Scotland. 99 ; _ he 
by 
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RECORDINGS AND VIDEO 

Columbia River Collection, 1987. Rounder Records 
Bound for Glory, by Woody Guthrie, read by Arlo 
Guthrie, 1992. Audio Literature. 

Bound for Glory, Songs and Stories of Woody 
Guthrie, with Will Geer reading, 1956. 
Smithsonian Folkways. 

Dust Bowl Ballads, 1989. Rounder Records. 

The Library of Congress Recordings, 1988. 
Rounder Records. 

Pete Seeger Sings Woody Guthrie, 1968. 
Smithsonian Folkways. 

Sing Folk Songs, vol 1, 1989. Smithsonian 
Folkways. 

Songs to Grow On for Mother and Child, 1991. 
Smithsonian Folkways. 

This Land Is Your Land: The Asch Recordings, vol 
1, 1997. Smithsonian Folkways. 

That’s Why We’re Marching: World War II and the 
American Folk Song Movement, Featuring Woody 
Guthrie et. al. 1996, Smithsonian Folkways 
Mermaid Avenue, Billy Bragg with Wilco, 1998. 
Elektra Entertainment Group. 

A Vision Shared: A Tribute to Woody Guthrie and 
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_ Longhi, Jim. Woody, Cisco, and Me: Seamen 
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USEFUL WOODY GUTHRIE WEBSITES 
Smithsonian Folkways: www.si.edu/folkways 
Woody Guthrie Archives: www.woodyguthrie.org 
(official Woody Guthrie site). 


Travelling exhibition tour schedule 
This Land is Your Land: 
The Life and Legacy of Woody Guthrie 


5 February — 23 April 2000 

Museum of the City of New York, New York, NY 

13 May - 4 September 2000 

National Museum of American History, 
Washington DC eee 

9 December - 4 March 2001 

Vertical Productions, Minneapolis, MN 

7 July - 30 September 2001 

Washington State Historical Society, Tacoma, WA _ 
30 October - January 2002 

Oakland Museum, Oakland, CA 

2 February — 28 April 2002 

Oklahoma Historical Society, Oklahoma City, OK _ 


Organised by the Smithsonian Institution Travelling 
Exhibition Service and the Woody Guthrie Archives 
in association with the Center for Folklife and 
Cultural Heritage, Smithsonian Institute. 


Thanks to Nora Guthrie and Amy Danielian of the 
Woody Guthrie Archives, without whom this fea- 
ture would not have been possible. The Woody 
Guthrie Archives can be contacted at: 

Woody Guthrie Foundation 

250 West 57th Street, #1218 

New York, NY 10107, USA 

Tel: 001 212 541 6230 

Fax: 001 212 459 9035 


Searchlight Magazine, 
combating fascism and 
racism in partnership with 


the Center for New 
Community and Northwest 
Coalition for Human Dignity 
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Black and white in the ‘Blue’ 





FEBRUARY SAW the official opening of “Youth Club 
4 the Blue” in the centre of Bermondsey, southeast 
London. The establishment of the new club comes 
after a sustained campaign by local residents, 
young and old, for ongoing provision for young peo- 
ple in the area. 

A few local youths had begun to articulate their 
dissatisfaction with the lack of facilities by taking 
part in a video project entitled “Bermondsey born 
and bred”, which they also produced and directed 
themselves. 

Having worked hard to get things off the ground, 
the youngsters are now keen to address problems 
that pose a threat to the unity that has got them 
this far. 

Racism has been a constant concern in the area 
for quite some time. A week before the club’s 
launch a gang of 15 youths attacked two black 
teenagers who were waiting for a bus, just a few 
streets away from the club. A few weeks earlier, a 
black man and woman were viciously set upon by 
five to six youths, again within a stone’s throw of 
the club. 

Racist graffiti daubed across bus terminals and 
NF stickers fixed to numerous lamppost are an indi- 
cation of extreme-right activity in the area. This, 
coupled with the long-standing conflict between 
rival gangs, suggests that the new club has got its 
work cut out if it is to remain committed to its main 
aim, which is to attract young people to use the 
facilities “regardless of race, religion or sex”. 
















































































































































































Dave, the centre’s development worker, explained 
that the means of combating racism will initially 
include organising discussions and workshops on 
the issue. Other youth workers will be involved in 
detached work, going into the local estates and 
building rapport with youths who might not attend 
the club. 

Speaking to some of the young people present at 
the opening, it became clear that they desire an 
environment free from divisive forces. Gary stated, 
“everyone should be treated equally”, while John 
explained that having a younger brother who was 
mixed-raced had encouraged him to take an active 
stand on racism. 

The club’s location was another important factor. 
The reason it is situated in the high street on 
“neutral territory”, rather than on any particular 
housing estate, is so that it can cut across “territo- 
rial issues” that could prevent some young people 
from attending and using the facilities on offer. As 
well as boasting its own café, and the usual mod- 
cons, namely pool table and discussion area, 
Youth Club 4 the Blue offers facilities that young 
people can use for professional development and 
training. 

Commenting that in 25 years of working in the 
youth service, this was the first time he was work- 
ing in a new place, Dave, on a more sombre note, 
went on to say, “Racism still exists. The youth club 
should be a beacon to address some of the 
problems.” 














































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Picture by Mike Cohen 







































































































































































High Court in London claims to be an objective 

but controversial historian; a man who is a martyr 
for the truth at all costs. But the Irving who is being 
slowly unmasked in court is a far cry from the public pic- 
ture. As the trial continues, it has become evident that 
Irving is driven not by an unremitting quest for the truth, 
but by conspiracy theories. Irving clearly subscribes to 
the age-old, Protocols style notion of an international 
Jewish conspiracy that has endeavoured to destroy his 
career. If this conspiracy exists, he contends, he cannot 
be called antisemitic for saying so. 

Pivotal to the trial are the charges of antisemitism, 
racism and far right leanings that have been voiced 
against Irving. If these can be proved then it will be clear 
that Irving does indeed have an agenda that quashes his 
claims to objectivity. 

David Irving has always been a darling of the far right. 
In Britain his audiences have often consisted of neo- 
nazis. But evidence of this can be found by looking no 
further than the courtroom itself. 

In the public gallery each day is such a bizarre mix of 
people that it almost defies belief. In no other situation 
would one find neo-nazis, Auschwitz survivors, ortho- 
dox Jews, acclaimed writers and Holocaust historians 
sitting in rows unbeknown to one another. 

_ On most days a motley crew of Irving supporters can 
be found occupying the seats at the back of court. Three 
are known members of the British National Party, Bob 
Gertner, Arthur Flinders, and Ron Smith. Ironically 
Gertner and Smith also sat in when Nick Griffin, now 
leader of the BNP was tried over his own Holocaust 
denial statements in The Rune in 1998. Gertner and 
Smith were photographed not only in the company of 


Tu David Irving who stands before court 73 of the 








Griffin, but also with Robert Faurisson, the French 
Holocaust denier and star witness at Griffin's trial. 

Alongside them in court 73 are a couple loyal and 
vocal followers, whose flag of St George badges are 
prominent on their jackets. They are not shy about voic- 
ing their opinions. They give Irving the thumbs up, they 
quietly cheer when he mentions the international con- 
spiracy, and they chuckle at his jokes. Arthur Flinders 
sits, baseball cap in hand, with an American nazi revi- 
sionist paper displayed proudly on his lap. “News of 
phoney survivors”, screams the headline. 

Next to him sits an Auschwitz survivor with his sleeves 
rolled up. A closer look reveals the stamp that is his per- 
manent reminder on his left arm. At this point David 
Irving is discussing “the tattoos”. Defence counsel 
Richard Rampton reads out an extract from an Irving 
speech in which he boasts of asking a survivor about her 
“tattoo”: “Mrs Altmann, how much money have you 
made out of this tattoo since 1945?” 

Earlier during the trial, Arthur Flinders had treated a 
young black man next to him to a lecture on the “biggest 
fraud in history”. Irving is his martyr. “The truth will 
come out one day’, he contended. “It has to.” On the 
other side of him an American orthodox Jew laughed at 
the bizarre conversation. 

Outside the court, one women standing in line asks 
Irving if it is true that neo-nazis are funding him, as 
some of his audience contend. “I wish they were,” states 
Irving, “but I can assure you that they are not”. This pub- 
lic question and answer session is strange given that this 
same woman has been seen having lunch with Irving on 
a number of occasions in the high court canteen. 

For Irving, the trial is a massive public relations exer- 
cise. When Andrew Roberts, the writer and historian, 
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turned up, Irving berated him: “I’m writing a letter to the 
Telegraph about your stinking article, I do not have an 
autographed picture of Hitler on my desk”. Far from 
shaking with fear, Roberts merely smirked back at Irving. 
“I sometimes wonder if you are sitting in the same room 
as the rest of us,” Irving laments to other journalists as 
he grumbles again about the prejudicial press reporting. 
“Tt is not open season on Irving.” Yet at the same time, he 
constantly plays to the press and reproduces all the 
allegedly prejudiced articles about the trial on his web- 
site. 

The setting is idiosyncratic, and so too are some of 
Irving's witnesses. On stage last month was Kevin 
McDonald, Irving’s “expert” on the evolutionary psy- 
chology of the Jews, who hails from an obscure 
American university. The inaudible, monotonous 
McDonald produced his own pseudo-academic theory 
on how the Jews work together as a group, to the effect 
that they suppress any person whom they perceive as a 
threat. 

“You perceived the Jewish community as working in a 
certain way in order to suppress a certain book?” asked 
Irving. “Yes,” replied McDonald in monotone. 

Irving's links with the far right are also becoming 
increasingly evident. The court was shown a video of 
Irving addressing a National Alliance (NA) meeting in 
1995. This is one of eight meetings where Irving has lec- 
tured William Pierce’s extreme neo-nazi group. “I have 
attended no events that have been organised, to my 
knowledge, as National Alliance events,” Irving claimed. 

It was pointed out to Irving that he was standing at the 
meeting with a full size National Alliance banner beside 
him. “What is the significance of the CND sign?” he 
questioned innocently, as if the words “National 
Alliance” accompanied by the group’s symbol could 
somehow be mistaken for the CND’s well known symbol. 

Irving claims ignorance over whom he was address- 
ing, yet in 1996 the NA advertised Irving’s lectures at a 
number of its branches across the US on its website. 

“Are you saying that the Jews are responsible for 
Auschwitz? The short answer is yes,” Irving is heard to 








A Irving say on the video. But according to Irving, Auschwitz was 
adressing a merely a labour camp. And this is one of the paradoxes 
rightwing rally that exist at the heart of most proponents of Holocaust 
in Germany denial. Excuses are offered for the atrocities of Nazi 
Germany by blaming the Jews themselves. Yet at the 
same time the full extent of the horror is not recognised 
as a reality. 
Y Convicted McDonald testified that Irving is not an antisemite. 
race-hater But as signs of strain began to show in court, tempers 
Paul Ballard started to fly. And this, contends Rampton, is the real 
(second from Irving: “This is when the mask slips. Mr Irving is under 
left) follows stress. He is angry. He thinks people are getting at him. 
Irving into He is feeling persecuted.” This is when Irving’s attitude 
revisionist towards the Jews is revealed more clearly than ever. 
rally 


“If I were a Jew, the question that would interest me is 


















































































































































































































































































































































not who pulled the trigger but why,” he told an 
Australian television crew. “You people are disliked on a 
global scale. You have been disliked for 3,000 years... 
Now what is it?... Is it built into our microchip? 

“I come from Mars,” added Irving, “and I would say 
they are clever people. I am a racist. I would say they are 
a clever race. I would say that, as a race, they are better 
at making money than I am.” 

Irving excused these remarks with the assertion that 
he was putting himself into the skin of an antisemite. 
Judging from some of his comments in court this may 
have been an unnecessary exercise. To Irving anti- 
semitism is perfectly explicable. 

“Antisemitism... you can begin to explain it... What is 
remarkable is that this community have considered it 
worth taking such a long-term risk, possibly even sowing 
the seeds of a future Holocaust in the name of short- 
term gain in gold.” 

No less hidden was David Irving's alleged racism. 
Revealed in court was a racist ditty that he sang to his 
daughter as they passed “half-breed children” in the 
street: “I am a baby Aryan; Not Jewish or sectarian; I 
will not marry; An ape or Rastafarian”. Irving claimed 
that this song was a response to a smear in Searchlight, 
“of whom you will no doubt hear more,” he warned 
ominously. 

Still, this could not beat his claims that Trevor 
McDonald should be confined to reading news about 
drug busts and muggings; that Steven Lawrence's mur- 
der was the result of mass immigration; and that black 
cricketers make him queasy. Richard Evans - the chief 
expert witness for the defence - was made to look at pic- 
tures of “ethnics” working in Irving’s study to prove that 
he is not a racist. On the same day Irving held up his 
treasured self-portrait of Adolf Hitler. 

In the coming weeks the court will hear from Hajo 
Funke, professor of politics at the Free University of 
Berlin. An expert on right-wing extremism, he will testify 
to Irving's links with the German far right. It has already 
been revealed that Irving has been in regular correspon- 
dence with Karl Phillip, “a German friend of mine” and 
leading member of the extremist NPD in the 1970s and 
1980s. In 1990 Phillip was fined 3,600 DM (£1,100) for 
incitement of the people and defamation. The former 
leader of the NPD, Giinter Deckert, is currently in prison 
awaiting charges that include Holocaust denial. 

Irving has also harboured a close relationship with Dr 
Gerhard Frey, leader of the far-right Deutsche 
Volksunion (DVU), and has regularly appeared on the 
party’s platforms in Germany. Ewald Althans, a former 
member of the far-right FAP (Free German Workers’ 
Party) and close ally of Ernst Ziindel, is another notori- 
ous associate of Irving. Althans was convicted in 1995 for 
inciting hatred. 

Irving has kept no less insalubrious company back 
home in Britain. His audiences are riddled with mem- 
bers of the BNP and National Front. At one meeting in 
1992 Irving was protected by members of Combat 18, 
one of the most violent neo-nazi groups in Britain. 

In the USA, as well as speaking on NA platforms, 
Irving professes to be a close ally of Mark Weber at the 
Institute for Historical Review (IHR), a body whose main 
purpose is to deny the Holocaust. Irving views the IHR as 
a reputable academic body. Yet one of its founders, Willis 
Carto, also founded the Liberty Lobby, a viciously racist 
and antisemitic group. Carto was also responsible for 
the widely circulated neo-nazi newspaper, Spotlight. 

Irving claims that this is evidence merely of “guilt by 
association’, rather than of far-right leanings. But delib- 
erately to appear on the platforms of some of the most 
extreme neo-nazi groups in the world gives some idea of 
what drives this man. The far right has given Irving a sta- 
tus worthy of hero worship. Given that his obsession 
with the notion of a Jewish conspiracy crops up day in, 
day out in court, it is not hard to see why. 








War crimes 


group 
reformed 


by Gerry Gable 


THE INTERNATIONAL public row over the two Nazi 
war criminals, Konrad Kalejs and Alexander Schweidler 
who surfaced in Britain has resulted in a new lease of 
life for the All Party War Crimes Parliamentary Group. 
The group, which did such sterling work in putting 
Britain’s war crimes legislation onto the statute book, 
decided in 1998 that its job was done and closed down. 
Now its members are angry over the emasculation of 
their work by the Blair government. 

Stories are circulating on both sides of the Atlantic 
that Whitehall turned down two offers of evidence from 
abroad on Kalejs, while he was still in Britain. The gov- 
ernment then claimed it had no evidence on which to 
hold him. 

The timely death of Schweidler, a former concentra- 
tion camp guard, must have brought a sigh of relief in 
official circles, as awkward questions were being raised 
about why this man had been given British citizenship 
in the 1960s and been allowed to return to Britain after 
the US Department of Justice had established that he 
had killed two Soviet prisoners of war in cold blood at 
Mauthausen concentration camp in Austria. 

It was at the same camp that British and Allied 
Special Operations Executive officers met their deaths, 
many after terrible torture at the hands of the SS, which 
Schweidler served so well. Among these victims were 
American OSS officers, including a woman. Jewish SOE 
officers were singled out for horrific deaths. 

There was no lack of SS documentation on this beast. 
The material in US hands, which the British must also 
have had, showed he was a full SS member and serving 
during the invasion of western Europe, as well as in 
Serbia and Russia. The documents include his applica- 
tion for permission to enter into a full SS marriage to 
another Nazi Party member and a record of some of his 
activities in the death camp system, such as learning to 
handle the vicious guard dogs that were trained to tear 
people, including children, to pieces. His record shows 
he had abandoned the Catholic church and had 
attended SS Non-Commissioned Officers’ school. And 
there for all to see is his personal report to his superiors 
on the murder of the two prisoners. 

The SS in Mauthausen played a game of getting 
guards to chase prisoners across the parade ground, 
then use them for live target practice. In summing up 
his decision to deport him from the US, to where he 
had moved after becoming a British citizen, Judge 
Dowell stated: “A persecutor, regardless of the passage 
of time since his vile acts, should not be allowed to 
remain in the United States once he is discovered... 
There should be no protective umbrella of law to erase 
the harm and suffering he has caused.” 

The US investigation revealed how the shooting for 
fun took place through incisive investigation and inter- 





















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































rogation of one of Schweidler’s fellow SS officers, who 
had gunned down a French Jew in the camp. 

Schweidler was born of German parents in Slovakia, 
then part of Czechoslovakia. Because of his nazi fifth 
columnist activities, for which he received a medal, he 
fled to Germany in 1938 and in the same year joined an 
elite SS regiment, Das Fiihrer, based in Vienna. 

How he ever came to get British citizenship in the 
mid 1960s is a mystery, as is his initial arrival in the UK. 
The US investigators had no documentation on these 
matters. 

Because the British authorities have never asked the 
Americans for their thousands strong “Watch List” of 
war criminals, it appears he easily found his way back 
to Britain after his expulsion from the USA. 

The pursuit of Kalejs, now back in Australia, is 
unlikely to be genuinely assisted by the current Latvian 
government. The Latvian President, attending the 
recent high-powered international gathering on the 
Holocaust held in Sweden, was clearly not in touch 
with either her country’s wartime record or its disgust- 
ing behaviour in recent years of favouring former SS 
killers and collaborators over the memory of those who 
died at their hands and the handful who have survived. 
The promises of action are not likely to lead anywhere. 

The new Parliamentary war crimes group will be led 
by some of the founder members of the original body, 
including Lord Janner and Lord Rees. Working along- 
side them will be Lord Hunt of the Wirral, The Rt Hon 
Brian Mawhinney MP, Llyn Golding MP, Lord Carlile of 
Berrier and James Clappison MP. 

Lord Janner told Searchlight: “The Government must 
investigate how an SS concentration camp guard from 
Austria, an officer in charge of a death squad in Latvia, 
and a man found by a Scottish court to be a war crimi- 
nal could have entered and remained in the United 
Kingdom... We must throw light into the darkness of 
this nightmare scenario.” 

As in the case of the original war crimes group, we 
shall offer as much assistance as possible in the new 
group’s vital work and turn the searchlight on both the 
killers and those who have protected them. 

This government is so ready to exclude refugees, yet 
its servants appear to be more than just reluctant to 
obtain evidence of Britain’s ongoing scandalous behav- 
iour over war criminals and seeing justice done. 

The only Nazi butcher successfully prosecuted under 
the war crimes legislation, Anthony Sawoniuk, lost his 
appeal in London in February and was refused leave to 
appeal to the House of Lords. 
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Nazi power brokers die 


by Gerry Gable 


death of one the most influential men of British fas- 

cism. Dr William John Mitchell’s passing was 
reported in the December issue of Comrade, the publi- 
cation of the Friends of Oswald Mosley. This is always a 
good read, being full of news about dead or dying 
Blackshirts. 

Mitchell, a south London GP and Blackshirt, first 
came to public attention during the Second World War 
when he was court-martialled for toasting Mosley in an 
officers’ mess. 

After the war he became a highly effective but secre- 
tive financial go-between for British nazi and fascist 
groups and their overseas funders. He had the trust of 
many of the leading nazis in postwar exile from 
Germany and was a founder member of Roger Pearson's 
Northern League, a quasi cultural body dedicated to 
keeping the flame of pure Nazism alive around the 
world. 

When the first major case was brought under the Race 
Relations laws in the late 1960s against the Racial 
Preservation Society he testified on its behalf, his status 
unchallenged by the prosecution. In his evidence he 
claimed that as a doctor in south London he had black 
patients who agreed with the RPS’s views on repatria- 
tion. His evidence played a vital part in the defendants’ 
acquittal. 

Searchlight moles kept a close watch on Mitchell’s 
activities in the 1960s when he would play host to visit- 
ing old nazis delivering financial support either in cash 
or in the form of art works or even rare postage stamps, 
to fund their cause in Britain. 

When John Tyndall wanted to buy a new headquarters 
in Norwood, south London, a meeting was arranged at 
Mitchell’s Kent home at which senior officers of Tyndall's 
Greater Britain Movement (GBM) were invited to put 
their case for the project. It was done very formally and 
a couple of weeks later they received some thousands of 
pounds. 

Special Branch officers conducting surveillance there 
reported that key members of groups such as Mosley’s 
Union Movement, the GBM and the original British 
National Party, as well as some influential individuals on 
the nazi scene, turned up over the course of a couple of 
weeks to lay claim to some of the overseas funding. 
Mitchell's decision on who got what appeared to be 
final. 

He helped out in various other ways including 
employing the very young Martin Webster, later to 
become a leading light in the National Front, in the early 
1960s. 

Joining Mitchell in Valhalla over the past year have 
been a number of other well known senior personalities 
of the far right. Clive Farrer, late of Target and numerous 
other nazi groups, expired in Peterborough. Remarks 
about the “curse of Searchlight” have been circulating 
among the nazis, as his demise followed our exposure of 
his Target connection. 

Dr Kitty Little, late of various race hate groups and the 
Monday Club counter subversion subcommittee in the 
1970s and 1980s, was another to fall off her perch. A 
walking textbook example of a demented paranoiac, she 
had become convinced through her “scientific work” 
that the Jews controlled outer space. A close friend of Joy 
Page of the Immigration Control Association and the 
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organisers of WISE, she could regularly be found attend- 
ing racist events in the company of her bosom compan- 
ion, the now terminally ill Lady Jane Birdwood. 

Dr Little’s last contribution to scientific thought was to 
warn that Birdwood was being poisoned by eating home 
delivery pizzas. Perhaps she too received a slice. 

More important than Dr Little was Major Ian Souter 
Clarence, a former Special Forces Officer who helped set 
up Column 88 in the 1960s as the British section of 
Gladio, Nato’s clandestine network of resistance groups 
to be activated in the event of a Soviet invasion. A num- 
ber of these sections took on a terrorist life of their own. 

During two decades he personally trained dozens of 
young members of a range of nazi groups in guerrilla 
warfare and survival techniques. While teaching at a 
Dorset boys school he started an army cadet force 
known as the Viking Commando. 

Searchlight’s early exposure of him on television and 
in the national press put an end to his youth work and 
not amoment too soon, as it was revealed to us later that 
his interest in young boys went beyond training them. 
Many far-right leaders were ready to overlook his sexual 
interests, as he was of such value to them as a trainer. 

His private life was a shambles and the loss of a 
daughter to drug addiction was a terrible blow to him. 
His exposure by Searchlight mole Ray Hill of his role in 
sheltering German nazis terrorists on the run did little to 
give him a quiet life. 

In 1991, as the aging major was increasingly being 
edged out by a new generation of nazi activists, though 
still an inspiration to them, Searchlight revealed that he 
had been an agent of the state. Column 88, his suppos- 
edly elite nazi organisation, had actually been the British 
section of Gladio, in effect run and financed by British 
and Nato intelligence since its earliest days. 

This explained why he was able to use Royal Marine 
Commando equipment and at least one base for train- 
ing his youngsters. 

Many of the young people he trained are now adults 
who still know how to bomb and kill and can pass this 
deadly education on to new generations of nazi activists. 
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teaches at Zizek bemoaned the fact that faced with the sheer 

King’s College horror of the Holocaust academics have treated 

London it as a mysterious enigma, “the heart of darkness of our 
civilisation’, which defies explanation (NLR, 
November/December 1999). The same, by extension, 
can be said of a great deal of the academic research 
devoted to the Nazi regime and, more generally, fascism 
itself. 

A vast number of studies are at pains to stress the 
unique features of the regimes of the inter-war period, 
portraying them as freakish aberrations, making rigid 
distinctions between Mussolini’s Italy and Hitler’s 
Germany and characterising them as one-off products 
of a particular era, or manifestations of some kind of 
“mass psychosis”. 

In this context, then, the efforts of those such as 
Roger Griffin to offer a definition of fascism which 
stresses the link between Italian and German fascism, 
with the aim of providing readers with a better under- 
standing of the “fascist syndrome in order to inoculate 
themselves, and even others, against it” [Roger Griffin 
(ed.) Fascism (OUP, 1995) p.11], are to be welcomed. 

What I want to take issue with, however, is the notion 
that fascism can best be understood in terms of its ide- 
ology or, as Griffin argues, in terms of this ideology’s 
“structural mythic core”. By means of illustration I will 
look at how the debate over the nature of fascism has 
been played out in France. But first, some important 
general remarks must be made about the role of ideol- 
ogy in the development of inter-war fascism. 

In an article for Searchlight last September Griffin 
quite rightly argued that for millions of disoriented peo- 
ple in the inter-war period the prospect of national 
rebirth offered by fascist ideology and its “ritual style of 
politics” was an attractive one. But was ideology the sin- 
gle most important factor in winning them to fascism? 
Hitler and Mussolini also had to prove that their parties 
could put their ideas into practice. The construction of 
a mass movement is an essential aspect of fascism, 
together with the cultivation of support among indus- 
trial elites. Here the principal contradiction, in many 
ways the defining contradiction, of fascism becomes 
apparent. Its strength and its weakness is that its power 
is dependent on the construction of a mass movement, 
made up of diverse groups often with conflicting aims 
and interests, but that power is then put at the disposal 
of a tiny minority at the top of society. 

This is the starting point for understanding the phe- 
nomenon. Neither doctrine, propaganda nor mobilis- 
ing myths can therefore be properly understood in iso- 
lation because they are all shaped to fit the concrete 
demands of building a mass base and cultivating elite 
support. To argue that fascist ideology (or even “ideo- 
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logical intent”) somehow transcends other defining fea- 
tures of the phenomenon, such as its structure as a 
movement or its relationship as a regime to the state, is 
to fall prey to idealism. 

To take the example of fascism’s supposed “revolu- 
tionary” aims, which surfaced in the debate between 
Dave Renton and Roger Griffin in these pages last year, 
it is clear that fascist propaganda in the inter-war 
period had more than a whiff of revolutionary anti-cap- 
italism. “A few individuals should not have the right to 
use the national economy against the nation!” 
Goebbels declared in 1931, adding that “in reality a few 
monopolies dominate, a few individuals have amassed 
enormous fortunes. These individuals have unlimited 
means for taking away from the people its daily bread 
and robbing it of its labour [cited in Daniel Guérin, 
Fascism and Big Business (Pathfinder, 1973) p.85]. Once 
installed as a regime, however, there is no evidence to 
suggest that fascism acts as a revolutionary force. The 
concentration and centralisation of Italian industry 
under Mussolini was mirrored in Hitler’s Germany, 
where policies constantly favoured the big industrial 
concerns. 

The obvious contrast between Goebbels’s demagogy 
and what the Nazis actually did once in power only 
makes sense set against the twin imperatives of build- 
ing a mass movement (hence the populist appeals to 
anti-capitalist sentiments) and the constraints imposed 
on the regime by those who held economic power. 

This is not to deny that the Nazis had a degree of 
autonomy. Indeed, it is this autonomy, in the shape of 
its armed wing, capacity for mass mobilisations and the 
extremism of its ideology, that gives fascism its speci- 
ficity. But this autonomy does not extend to transform- 
ing existing property relations. In this sense, as Donny 
Gluckstein argues in his excellent study of Nazi 
Germany, it is misleading to talk of fascism as revolu- 
tionary because its role is not to overthrow a particular 
class at the top of society but to shore up existing social 
relations by snuffing out working class resistance [The 
Nazis, Capitalism and the Working Class, Bookmarks 
1999, p.147]. 

The fascist regimes of the inter-war period were 
therefore exceptional in the sense that they intensified 
the already existing socio-economic features of the 
time: the tendency towards monopolisation, increasing 
state intervention in the economy and the drive to war. 
But to argue that all policies adopted by Hitler and 
Mussolini were intended to destroy the causes of deca- 
dence or to establish a new order is to impute too great 
a role to an alleged “ideological intent” and to ignore 
the relationship between fascism and the social forces 
and context within which it operates. Gluckstein sums 
up the relationship between the Nazis and German 
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industry: “Connections existed between capitalism and 
the NSDAP; but this does not mean the Nazis were 
either robots programmed by the bosses, or free agents 
making up their own minds and acting as they pleased” 
(Gluckstein, p.44). The tension between autonomy and 
dependence inherent in this relationship is reflected in 
the interplay in fascist doctrine between the volun- 
tarist or “constructivist” emphasis on creating a “new 
order” and the conservative emphasis on an alleged 
“natural order” which respects the social hierarchy. 

The debate over the definition of fascism has partic- 
ular relevance with regard to France and the question 
of the Front National (FN). For much of the postwar 
period a consensus emerged around the work of the 
eminent historian René Rémond, who held that fas- 
cism, which he defined as radical, anti-capitalist and 
left-leaning, was always a marginal force in French 
society. 

This consensus was powerfully challenged by Zeev 
Sternhell, who argued that fascism’s ideological roots 
were not German or Italian, but French. For all its path- 
breaking implications, however, there were serious 
problems with Sternhell’s work, not least his insistence 
that fascism had a “pure” ideology that could be iso- 
lated and analysed. 

This led him to focus on marginal groups which cor- 
responded to his checklist of what constituted fascism 
(antisemitism, anti-democracy, anti-capitalism) and to 
argue that fascism was as much part of the left as the 
right, and therefore to minimise the importance of the 
major players among the fascist leagues of the inter- 
war period, notably Jacques Doriot’s PPF and Colonel 
de la Roque’s Croix de Feu (later PSF). 

Paradoxically, then, although valuable in its contri- 
bution to understanding aspects of how fascist ideol- 
ogy developed, Sternhell’s analysis nevertheless 
appeared to confirm the misleading picture of French 
fascism in the inter-war period as a marginal phenom- 
enon. Subsequent studies, notably Robert Soucy’s 
French Fascism: The Second Wave, 1933-1939 [Yale 
University Press, 1995], which situate fascism in a 
broader social and political context, have convincingly 
demonstrated that fascism shares more features with 
conservatism than with the left. 

Sternhell’s influence nevertheless remains signifi- 
cant. Attempts to analyse the Front National have been 
hampered by the view that discourse or ideology is the 
single most important factor in characterising fascist 
parties. But, as Peter Fysh and I have argued in The 
Politics of Racism in France (Macmillan, 1998], a critical 
precondition of the revival of the extreme right in 
France after the fall of Vichy was precisely the masking 
of the fascist doctrine at the core of the Front National, 
and the dissimulation of its core aims and beliefs. 
Those who looked at the pronouncements of the 
organisation's leadership for evidence of the organisa- 
tion’s “nature” had to tread carefully, and those who did 
so without relating doctrinal and programmatic fea- 
tures of the organisation to other elements, such as the 
party’s origins and structure and the context in which it 
was operating, more often than not arrived at a mis- 
taken analysis. 

So how did French fascism adapt to the postwar 
period? In a number of books and articles with titles like 
“What is fascism?” and “For a new order” various theo- 
reticians of the far right argued that fascism would have 
to change if it was to revive. The experience of the 
Second World War and the Holocaust, they claimed, 
weighed so heavily in public consciousness that any 
movement which attempted to appropriate the sym- 
bols or openly advocate ideas or policies associated 
with the Nazis would be doomed to failure. Postwar fas- 
cism, therefore, would have to advance masked. 
Moreover, the postwar boom and the expansion of the 
state administration had stabilised capitalism. People 
were wedded to the status quo in a way in which they 


had not been during the crises of the inter-war period. 
Fascism would therefore have to seek out a broad base 
of support in order to win power. 

The practical consequences of this, which resulted in 
the formation of the Front National, related both to 
ideas and activity. Fascists no longer, or rarely, referred 
to themselves as such. They dropped references to 
racial supremacy, overt antisemitism and revolutionary 
nationalism and instead emphasised the defence of 
national identity. This quest for respectability fitted 
with the pursuit of an electoral strategy. FN activities 
were geared to reaching out for as wide an audience as 
possible and then converting newly won support to the 
hard core. Postwar fascism therefore retained the basic 
features of its precursors — an ideology based on anti- 
egalitarianism, authoritarian elitism and the organicist 
belief in a hierarchical “natural order”, along with a 
party structure based on the construction of a mass 
base in pursuit of power by legal and illegal means — but 
they were concealed behind public pronouncements of 
respect for democracy and an official organisational 
structure which appeared to mirror that of conven- 
tional right-wing parties. 

Central to the organisation's strategy was the attempt 
to bridge the gap between “soft” support and the 
organisation’s hard core by constructing a network of 
unofficial or parallel structures with the vocation to 
develop an extra-parliamentary onslaught on demo- 
cratic institutions should the situation demand it, and 
the deliberate use of coded language and deliberate 
“slips” by the leadership (on the Holocaust as a “detail” 
of the Second World War, on racial inequalities, etc) in 
order to rehabilitate various aspects of the fascist “her- 
itage”. 

The success of this strategy meant that the FN was 
able to unite the broadest possible spectrum of the 
extreme right, from former Waffen SS members to 
Catholic fundamentalists, behind a federative organi- 
sational structure and an eclectic doctrine which, with 
the help of the think tanks of the so-called Nouvelle 
Droite, repackaged fascist ideology in a “modern” 
guise. This renewal, when the FN was on the rise, con- 
tributed to the veneer of respectability and the sem- 
blance of internal unity which the organisation pre- 
sented to outsiders. In reality both were illusory. 

Interestingly Le Pen himself has directly addressed 
the question of the conflict within fascist parties 
between traditionalist conservatives and constructivist 
revolutionaries: “There is a big debate”, he argues, 
“between those who believe in a natural Order, which 
they see as flowing simply from the nature of things, 
and those who believe in an Order constructed by men. 
Men of the right believe in an Order constructed by 
men who are informed by the experience of Tradition 
and the past” [cited in Fysh and Wolfreys, p.124]. His 
neat compromise between the two poles is typical of 
the way in which fascist organisations manipulate con- 
tradictory ideas in order to accommodate the diversity 
of their membership. 

Which brings me on to my final point. Although we 
can identify specific features of fascist ideology and 
organisation we should not lose sight of the fact that as 
a movement it is based on contradiction. Although it 
can appear coherent and unified, when put on the 
defensive its frailties are exposed. This has been graph- 
ically demonstrated by recent events in France, which 
have seen the violent, anti-democratic core of the FN 
emerge in the face of a sustained series of anti-fascist 
protests and demonstrations. The effect of this has 
been to alienate peripheral supporters, turn the party’s 
various factions against each other and split the organ- 
isation. A reminder that just as our understanding of 
fascism must integrate analysis of its doctrine with 
comprehension of its structure and activity, so our 
opposition to it must when necessary combine intel- 
lectual and practical confrontation. 
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Poland So! 


An official of the trade union Solidarity-80 has been 
charged in Slupsk, northern Poland, with spreading 
anti-Jewish propaganda leaflets claiming that 
“Germans and other types are plundering Poland” and 
depicting caricatures of Prussians and Jews waving 
swastika and Star of David flags. If convicted, he could 
face a two-year jail sentence. Meanwhile, in Lodz, 
“anarchist” squatters have been ordered by a local court 
to remove anti-Jewish slogans and symbols that they 
daubed on the house they are occupying in the former 
Jewish quarter of the city. 








Latvia Soviet p 


While Latvia allows former SS men the right to parade in 
the streets and receive official German war pensions, 
and refuses to prosecute fascist murderers, a Riga court 
has jailed a former anti-fascist partisan, Vasili Kononoy, 
for six years for the wartime death of nine civilians. 

The killings are said to have occurred during an attack 
by Soviet partisans, led by Kononoy, on the village of 
Mazie Bati in May 1944. Kononov explained that the 
civilians died during heavy fighting with the Germans 
and his lawyer said he will appeal against the verdict. 
The case was marked by angry outbursts and clashes in 
the courtroom before and after the verdict was 
announced. 








Spain F 





A massive pogrom against foreigners took place in El 
Ejido in early February after a Moroccan was arrested 
for stabbing a Spanish woman to death. More than £4 
million of damage was done to houses and other prop- 
erty belonging to the southern town’s small Moroccan 
community. 

A week long protest strike by Moroccan workers 
ended when police arrested 55 Spanish rioters. The 
Spanish government has apologised for the violence and 
offered to pay £3 million in compensation as well as giv- 
ing legal recognition to the rights of about 5,000 immi- 
grants in the area to stay. 


Hungary 


More than 1,000 right-wing extremists marched to the 
Austrian embassy in Budapest on 12 February to sup- 
port Jérg Haider, leader of the Austrian Freedom Party. 
leader. Shouting “Long live Haider’, they carried flam- 
ing torches and placards attacking the EU’s sanctions 
against Austria as a violation of Austrian sovereignty 
and praising Haider as the protector of Austrian democ- 





racy. At the same time, anti-fascists demonstrated in 
several Hungarian cities in protest at Haider and to 
commemorate the end of the Nazi occupation of 
Hungary in 1945. A feared repetition of last year’s 
demonstration by Nazi skinheads from across Europe 
did not materialise, although a few boneheads were 
allowed to lay a wreath at a war memorial in the western 
city of Gy6r. 





France | 


Jean-Marie Le Pen, leader of the fascist Front National, 
has been forced to give up his seats in the European 
parliament and a regional parliament in the south of 
France. The disqualification follows final confirmation 
of a court decision convicting him for a violent assault 
on a Socialist Party candidate in parliamentary elec- 
tions in May 1997. The court ruled that Le Pen was dis- 
qualified from standing as a candidate for a year and 
sentenced him to a three-month suspended jail sen- 
tence and £500 fine. On hearing the decision Le Pen, 71, 
thundered “the system is trying with illegal means to 
eliminate me”. 





Norway Revisionis* 


Bergen College, a technology institute, has declared 
that Holocaust denial material has no place in an aca- 
demic institution and has removed the historical revi- 
sionist Olav Engen from its Internet server reports 
Svend Johansen of Monitor in Oslo. 

The move came after the anti-fascist magazine 
Monitor contacted the college to check whether it was 
aware of the nature of Engen’s website, which propa- 
gates a subtle form of revisionism. Rather than claiming 
that no Jews were killed in the Holocaust, Engen pres- 
ents the infamous Leuchter Report, which purports to 
prove that gas chambers could not have been used to 
kill millions of Jews, merely as one scientific work 
among many others on the Holocaust. 

Engen’s website also features Ingrid Rimland, a close 
associate of the notorious German-Canadian Auschwitz 
liar and nazi, Ernst Ziindel. Among other things, she is 
responsible for producing Ziindel’s daily “Z-grams”, an 
e-mail newsletter. Another key person on the website is 
David Duke, the former Louisiana imperial wizard of 
the Ku Klux Klan. 

Bergen College has now purged all revisionist mate- 
rial from his site and prohibited use of the college’s 
server to access any new website that Engen launches. 





Russia 


A conference on 19 January brought together a variety 
of anti-fascists and human rights groups to assess the 
danger from the extreme right following the December 
elections reports Jean Raymond of Réflex and Mara of 
Tum-balalaika in Moscow 

Organised by the publicly funded “Anti-fascist” proj- 
ect, the conference also attracted journalists, experts 
representing state institutions, activists of the Anti- 
fascist Youth Movement and researchers from the anti- 
fascist publications Diagnosis, Humanity and Tum- 
balalaika. 

The RNE’s attempts to contest December's elections 
under the name of SPAS was a major concern, not only 
among anti-fascists and human rights activists but also 
among those representing state organisations whose 
task is combating nationalist extremism. 

Petr Kaznacheev, founder of the Anti-fascist Youth 
Movement, underlined the danger from the state itself. 
In recent years, he said, the Russian state has had very 
ambiguous policies. While Yeltsin last year announced 
an anti-extremist campaign, people who look “non- 
Slavic” are systematically harassed by the police and 
other state institutions, he warned. 
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AUSTRALIA 


One Nation in bits 
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AUSTRALIA'S ONE Nation Party, formed by former fish 
and chip shop owner Pauline Hanson, appears to be all 
over bar the pickled onions. Having been deregulated in 
its power base of the state of Queensland, five of its orig- 
inal 11 state MPs have formed a new party in what is 
viewed as a move further to the extreme right and an 
alignment with the lunatic fringe. 

One Nation, originally set up to support the contro- 
versial Hanson when she was elected to the Federal 
Parliament in 1996, already has a reputation for the long 
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knives mainly as a result of the party's membership con- 
tinually being expelled by Hanson's fellow franchisees of 
the One Nation name. 

Originally a professional fundraiser for leading chari- 
table organisations, One Nation’s National Director, 
David Etteridge, has been involved in a bitter war of 
words with members who swiftly found themselves ex- 
members over their apparent extremism and his 
Svengali-like hold over Hanson, who remains the ideo- 
logical driving force for the new party, which calls itself 
the City Country Alliance. An obvious technocrat and 
resident of the cosmopolitan city of Sydney, Etteridge 
was forever falling over himself in attempts to silence 
the rural red-neck element that flocked into One 
Nation’s ranks after its formation. 

The five Queensland MPs quit One Nation after a rul- 
ing last year that One Nation was not a political party at 
all, as in reality it had only three members, Hanson, 
Etteridge and David Oldfield, a former Liberal, all 
franchisees of the party name. An attempt by the five to 
register themselves as One Nation Queensland in a bid 
to continue to receive electoral funding was firmly 
knocked on the head by Etteridge as an infringement of 
his trademark. There followed a brief stand-off, before 
the five MPs formed their own party, leaving One 
Nation with no party aligned MPs in the state parlia- 
ment. 

The new party’s website has featured a series of dam- 
aging articles hinting at financial impropriety on 
Etteridge’s part, over which Etteridge is planning to sue. 
Early in the New Year, Etteridge announced from his 
Sydney office that he would be standing down from One 
Nation, his job done. Within days, police officers were 
kicking the Party’s doors down and confiscating finan- 
cial records. One could say that was a job well done. 
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Monster bites 
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THE ANTI-FASCIST journal Nigdy Wiecej (Never Again) 
has been in the forefront of the battle against fascism in 
Poland for the past five years. Now, the extreme right is 
intent on destroying it by legal and illegal means. 

Poland’s constitution and penal code expressly ban 
fascist and racist activities but the right-wing govern- 
ment has little interest in enforcing these laws and 
allows openly nazi groups to operate without hindrance. 

Nigdy Wiecej recently revealed that known members 
and sympathisers of right-wing extremist groups have 
been nominated to senior government 
posts. It remains Poland’s only publi- 
cation to monitor consistently the 
increasing incidence of fascist violence. 

On 9 November 1999, it issued a 
report documenting the deaths of 19 
people killed in recent years by nazi skin- 
heads, many of whom are members or 
sympathisers of fascist groups suchas _ / 
Narodowe Odrodzenie Polski 
(National Revival of Poland). 

As a result of its hard-hitting 
research, the magazine has been 
the target of constant attack, both 
from violent nazis and from far-right 
publications. Its editors receive fre- 
quent death threats and hit lists with their 
supposed home addresses have been 
circulated among fascists. Although 
the addresses were wrong, some sup- 
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attacked and beaten up, but remain 
determined to continue their work. 

The extreme right has also turned to the courts in a 
bid to strangle Nigdy Wiecej with a libel suit filed by the 
notorious  nationalist-pagan activist, Tomasz 
Szczepanski. Szczepanski, who claims to be a follower of 
the French so-called New Right intellectual, Alain De 
Benoist, has objected to Nigdy Wiecej describing his 
group as “antisemitic” and “chauvinistic”. Apparently, he 
did not mind the label “anti-Christian”. 

Szcezepanski has a bizarre political past, having posed 
variously as an anarchist, a Trotskyist, a democratic 
socialist and even an anti-fascist. More recently he has 
been a member of the Christian-Conservative Party but 
now seems to be forming a political outfit of his own. 

He is being assisted in this enterprise by militant nazis 
such as Mateusz Piskorski (who has translated David 
Myatt’s nazi-satanic writings) and former anarchists like 
as Remigiusz Okraska, a friend and follower of the very 
strange Jaroslaw Tomasiewicz, who contributes to 
countless left and right-wing publications in Poland and 
abroad. This lot have combined around Szczepanski’s 
magazine Tryglaw, named after a proto-Slavonic mon- 
ster god. 

The libel hearing has opened and is expected to con- 

tinue for some time. Szczepanski’s aim is to cause max- 
imum damage and disruption to the anti-fascist move- 
ment, in terms of publicity and financial resources, and 
the journal is appealing for international anti-fascist 
solidarity. 
@ Readers should write to: Nigdy Wiecej, PO Box 6, 03- 
700 Warsaw 4, Poland or e-mail to: rafalpan@zigzag.pl 
for details of how they can support the Polish anti- 
fascists. 
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Berlin nazis march against 
Holocaust memorial 
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FOR THE first time since 1945, nazis staged a march 
through Berlin’s historic Brandenburg Gate on 30 
January, the eve of the 67th anniversary of Adolf Hitler 
taking office in 1933. 

More than 700 nazis paraded, bawling racist and 
antisemitic slogans and distributing nazi propaganda, 
in a demonstration originally banned by the Berlin 
police, who regarded it as an attempt to relocate a 
march by the Nationaldemokratische Partei 
Deutschlands (NPD) that had been outlawed some 
days earlier in Géttingen. However, because the Berlin 
police ban application was so slovenly formulated, a 
court threw it out, leaving only a provision that the 
nazis must not march to the sound of drums. 

The occasion for the march was the official laying of 
a foundation stone, also to coincide with the 1933 
anniversary, at the site of the Berlin Holocaust memo- 
rial near the Reichstag building. This ceremony had 
already generated a major political row in the city after 
the mayor, Eberhard Diepgen, refused to take part 
because of his opposition to the memorial. 

Diepgen’s distasteful behaviour only lent legitimacy 
to the nazi protest against the memorial and yet again 
demonstrated the complicity of the conservative 
Christian Democratic Union (CDU) majority in the 
Berlin senate in allowing nazis the freedom of the 
streets while taking a repressive line towards anti-fas- 
cist protesters. 

The police went into action against the anti-fascists 
even before the nazi march began, by storming and 


confiscating their loud-speaker van, which had been 
drowning out the nazis’ slogans. 

As a result, only a small group of anti-fascists was 
able to mount a brief blockade which at least forced the 
nazis to shorten their march. Nevertheless, it was dis- 
appointing that only about 500 people turned out, 
whereas in G6ttingen more than 2,000 people, 
mobilised by a broad alliance of trade unionists, 
church groups and anti-fascists marched under the 
slogan “A city defends itself” to celebrate the ban on the 
nazis there. Much of the anti-fascists’ activity in Berlin 
was centred on holding two protest rallies and distrib- 
uting anti-nazi leaflets to tourists along the nazi march 
route. 

The spectacle of chanting nazis on a traditional 
march route of Hitlers NSDAP horrified onlookers. 
Shouting slogans like “No cash for memorials”, “Jobs 
instead of Jewish agitation’ and “Holocaust? Don't let 
them take the piss out of you”, the nazis whipped up 
antisemitic frenzy in their ranks. 

During a brief stop at the site of the proposed 
Holocaust memorial, Udo Voigt, leader of the NPD, was 
cheered to the skies by his shaven-skulled followers 
when he lashed out at the “System parties” and the 
“monument of shame in the middle of Berlin’. Police 
intervention was minimal: a group of 30 Hamburg 
nazis had their identity cards checked after they started 
to chant “Honour and fame for the Waffen SS”. 

Although the NPD officially organised the march, it 
was noticeable that the militant Gesinnungsgemein- 
schaft der Neuen Front (GdNEF) was in real control. The 
main leaders of the demonstration were Christian 
Worch, Thomas Wulff and Oliver Schweigert, all leading 
GdNF activists. 

Not surprisingly the nazis rated the event a success. 
In the past few years, Berlin has seen a rash of anti- 
Jewish attacks, the worst of which were probably the 
destruction of the gravestone of the late Heinz Galinski, 
former leader of the Jewish community in the city, the 
desecration of over a hundred graves at the Weissensee 
Jewish cemetery last October and the assault on the 
workshop of a non-Jewish stone mason who had pub- 
licly offered to repair the graves free of charge. 

Faced with this violence and countless threats 
against the members and property of the Jewish com- 
munity, the Berlin senate has declared that it “is not in 
the position’— read “unwilling” — to offer any additional 
protection to the Jewish community. Had there been a 
semblance of political will, it would have been simple 
for Eckhart Werthebach, Interior Minister of Berlin and 
a former internal secret service chief, to ban the nazis 
from at least part of the march route. 

This attitude has been matched by growing apathy 
and resignation among liberal organisations in the city, 
which have more or less retreated from forming 
alliances with anti-fascists and no longer mobilise 
many people for anti-nazi protests. 

After the depressing pictures of the march flashed 
across television screens all over the world and after a 
storm of protest from Berlin’s Jewish community, the 
federal government reacted by declaring the nazi 
march “a shame’, but at the same time commented that 
“democracy can live with such marches”. A more 
important question, however, is how long the victims 
and intended victims can “live with” the antisemitic 
and racist abuse and violence of the nazis. 

The CDU and the likes of Werthebach are probably 
also using the nazi demonstration through the 
Brandenburg Gate for their own cynical purposes. Fora 
long time they have been angling for a total ban on 
marches or rallies within a kilometre of the Reichstag 
building and the Brandenburg Gate. Such a move 
would be the thin end of the wedge for democratic 
rights, rights which anti-fascists defend in order to be 
able to oppose the nazis on the streets without being 
battered and arrested by the police. 
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Nazi police killers get life 





THREE SWEDISH nazis have been jailed for life for the 
murder of two police officers in a bungled armed rob- 
bery in the village of Malexander last May. This is the 
first of a series of trials expected this year for the wave 
of nazi terror that has swept the country over the past 
ten months. 

Although the prosecution was unable to determine 
which of the three defendants, Tony Olsson, Andreas 
Alexandersson and Jackie Arklév, actually pulled the 
trigger, the court decided all bore responsibility. 

Axelsson is a top-ranking National Socialist Front 
member and editor of Stormpress magazine. Olsson, a 
former member of the defunct Reich Front, took part 
in the robbery during leave from prison where he was 
serving a sentence for an attempted contract killing. 
Arklév, despite being black, has been a nazi since he 
was a teenager. After receiving military training in the 
Swedish army he went on to become a war criminal in 
Bosnia. 

Mats Nilsson, a close friend of Olsson, received a 
one-year sentence. Nilsson, who was probably the 
brains behind the robbery, was convicted of receiving 
part of the proceeds from the bank raid. Minor sen- 
tences were handed down to Olsson’s girlfriend, a for- 
mer army officer, for assisting him while he was on the 
run, and to three local nazis who helped with logistics 
and preparations for the robbery. 

Shortly after the Malexander gang’s convictions, Erik 
Hagglund, publisher of Folktribunen (The People’s 
Tribune), was sentenced to one month in prison for 
inciting racial hatred. Hagglund is a leader of the 
Stockholm-based nazi organisation National 
Youth/Swedish Resistance (NY/SR), alongside Klas 
Lund, a former leading soldier in the terrorist VAM 
organisation. The NY/SR is being investigated in con- 
nection with the assassination of trade unionist Bjérn 
Séderberg last autumn, for which Hampus Hellekant, 
21, and two other NY/SR associates have been arrested. 

Another National Youth activist arrested for a num- 
ber of offences shortly before Christmas is David 
Emilsson, alias David Twaland, also a former VAM 
activist. Emilsson was seized together with the former 
VAM bank robber, Patrik Hiiisman. 

Meanwhile, Robert Westerlund, an editor of Info-14 
magazine and a key figure in the Swedish anti-anti- 
fascist set-up, is being held on a weapons charge. He 
has been questioned as a possible fourth suspect in the 
Séderberg assassination. 

It has also emerged that four of the men involved in 
the brutal murder of 19-year-old Turkish migrant Salih 
Uzel on New Year's Eve are also violent hardcore nazis. 
In January, the prominent daily, Dagens Nyheter, 
revealed that the four have “nazi sympathies” and that 
police found swastikas and pictures of Hitler in their 
homes. According to the paper, the main suspect is 24 
years old and has participated in nazi meetings over 
the past four years. He and other nazis were apparently 
involved in an attack on two immigrants in 1996. 
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ROBERTO FIORE’S International Third Position (ITP) 
is facing problems from the authorities in several 
countries. In southeast London, near where Stephen 
Lawrence was murdered, police detained two ITP 
activists, Stuart McCullough and Colin Reed, while 
they were peddling their wares. 

McCullough, 32, gave his address as 49 Harrow 
Road, west London, where he has worked as a care- 
taker at one of Fiore’s many London properties since 
his unceremonious departure from the ITP’s Spanish 
commune last year. Reed, 37, comes from Richmond. 

The ITP’s Italian section, Forza Nuova (FN), was very 
much in evidence at a Lazio football match in January 
with a huge banner proclaiming honour for the assas- 
sinated and unlamented Serb war criminal, Arkan, 
who was a bosom buddy of fascists all over the world 
including Combat 18 in Britain. 

Following the Freedom Party’s entry into the 
Austrian government in February, the Italian culture 
minister appeared on television vowing to smash the 
FN fascists on the terraces of her country to protect 
the nation’s young people. 

The same sentiments do not appear to extend to the 
Vatican. Its official newspaper, Avvennire, gives grim 
racist warnings of Italy being swamped by alien peo- 
ples and religions with headlines such as “Italians — a 
race threatened by extinction” and “Europe risks a 
change in make-up by creating problems of integra- 
tion’. 

Interestingly enough, a journalist who works for the 
Vatican paper took part in one of the seminars that 
Fiore held for his followers in London. 

On the positive side, 70% of those questioned in an 
opinion poll believed that Italy, with its falling birth 
rate, needed more immigrants to augment the work 
force. 

More interestingly people also welcomed cross fer- 
tilisation of the nation by various cultures. The far 
right immediately dismissed the pollsters as part of 
some dark international conspiracy to undermine the 
country. 

In Belgium three men have been subjected to legal 
action for distributing Final Conflict, the British ITP 
publication. The prosecution, under Holocaust denial 
laws introduced five years ago, is over the magazine's 
September 1997 issue, which contained Holocaust 
revisionist articles. 

If found guilty, David Vercruysse, Donat Mans and 
Marc Berreman will be the first to be convicted under 
the new laws. 

Only Vercruysse is well known in far-right circles, as 
a correspondent of New Right publications in France 
and Belgium within the Synergies Network, which are 
similar in content to Final Conflict. More interesting is 
his links with the Viaams Blok and a number of neo- 
Croatian organisations. He was also involved in 





Croatian Solidarity, allegedly a civilian relief opera- 
tion, and now lives in Croatia. 
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dozens of Oi bands, I have only a passing awareness 

of two or three. Of the metal music scene, only the 
names (but not the music) of Ozzie Osborne and 
Metallica are familiar. My most recent personal experi- 
ence of what might be described as the “alternative 
music scene” was sometime around 1977 at a Patti Smith 
concert. (I did recently attend a Crosby, Stills, Nash and 
Young concert, mostly to marvel at men my age still able 
to jump around like teenagers.) So what is called black 
metal, death metal, noise and other forms of “extreme 
music” are completely off my cultural map. The pur- 
poseful intervention of neo-nazis into these youth sub- 
culture venues was previously known to me only by 
rumour. Thus Soundtracks to the White Revolution: White 
Supremacist Assaults on Youth Music Subcultures, a new 
100-page booklet edited by Devin Burghart at the Center 
for New Community in Chicago, is a most useful anti- 
dote to my ignorance. 

Soundtracks draws on the growing international coop- 
eration among anti-fascist activists and journalists 
engendered by Searchlight. According to Burghart’s 
“Acknowledgement”, the first ideas for the booklet came 
from discussions with Searchlight’s Nick Lowles, when 
they both attended an anti-racist conference in New 
Orleans. These ideas became concrete six months later 
when Burghart met Monitor colleagues in Norway. Both 
Lowles, who is the expert on the business side of this, 
and Johansen of Monitor contributed to this volume, as 
did four other Americans in addition to Burghart. 

Burghart begins with a short essay describing the 
emergence in the United States of the skinhead scene 
out of the punk subculture, setting the stage for a discus- 
sion of youth subcultures and music scenes. This focus, 
rather than the more typical North American discussion 
of skinheads as youth gangs, Aryan street warriors or 
simply new recruits for aging fiihrers such as Tom 
Metzger and William Pierce, makes this book absolutely 
invaluable for young people anxious to know about what 
is happening in their own subcultures. 

Michele Lefkowith, now with the Northwest Coalition 
for Human Dignity in Seattle, notes the new dominance 
of a “politics is not skinhead” attitude among the sup- 
posedly “non-racist”, as opposed to anti-racist, in the 
current skin scene. Johansen’s short article focuses on 
Varg Vikernes, a founder of the National Socialist Black 
Metal scene who was convicted of burning three 
Norwegian churches and is now serving a 21-year sen- 
tence for murder and arson. Vikernes is still able to play 
a leading role in the movement from behind bars. He is 
“disturbing evidence”, Johansen concludes, “that parts of 
the black metal scene are turning from satanic ridicule 
into hard-core neo-nazis’. 

John Lunsford, who works with Lefkowith at the 
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Northwest Coalition, describes several of the most 
important American figures in this movement: Eric 
Owens, who moved from Oi rock to Aryan folk; Boyd 
Rice, a former member of American Front, a grouplet 
close to Tom Metzger, but now closer to Michael 
Moynihan’s explicitly satanic network; Thomas Thorn, 
also close to Moynihan; and Moynihan himself — whose 
quasi-journalistic treatment of the movement, The Lords 
of Chaos, is probably its most successful publicity. 

Justin Massa, who works with Burghart in Chicago, 
surveys the various music scenes more fully, clicking off 
bands and events to describe a “disparate international 
network” of musicians and propagandists who “consider 
themselves intellectuals’. This music is designed to 
shock, he says, and express a youthful alienation with 
the values and ethics of the larger culture. “For many 
young people looking to rebel, music based subcultures 
provide a sense of identity and belonging. With its con- 
demnation of Judeo-Christian ethics, shocking aes- 
thetic, and brutal sound, black metal represents the ulti- 
mate rebellion,” Massa writes. Nevertheless, he warns: 
“not all black metal is fascist”. 

This is not, however, The Catcher in the Rye's Holden 
Caulfield holding forth on hypocrisy and wondering 
about the meaning of life. Swastikas and other insignia 
first employed to express disgust, then become symbols 
of a fascist identity. 

Charles Morrow takes another swing at Moynihan’s 
Lords of Chaos by dissecting his use of the concept of 
atavism. Atavism is a biological concept meaning the 
reappearance of a physical trait that existed in a species’ 
remote ancestors. Moynihan, therefore, claims that 
“behind the Black Metal race hatred lie actually return- 
ing Norse gods or quasi-biological factors beyond the 
control of their neo-Nazi vessels,” writes Morrow. Wotan 
made me do it, is the excuse given for racist violence, 
says Morrow, only half tongue-in-cheek. 

Burghart concludes with a call not only to understand 
this phenomenon, but to block it. It is essential, he 
writes, “that established anti-bigotry organizations pro- 
vide support for people within different music subcul- 
tures who are willing to stand up against white suprema- 
cist incursions ... in a way that acknowledges the need 
for autonomy of those courageous individuals and 
organizations”. School grounds, music club scenes and 
record stores are the new battle zones. Soundtracks is 
ammunition. Stock multiple copies and hand them out 
until you see no more whiteness in their eyes. 


Soundtracks of the White Revolution 

Devin Burghart, editor, 107pp. paperback. 
Center for New Community, 

PO Box 346066, Chicago, Illinois 60634 USA; 
www.turnitdown.com 
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